Paul, an apostle

sent not from men nor by wman,
but bwesus Christ

and God the Father,

who vatsed hime from the deaot
and all the brothers with wee,

To the churches tn Galatia:

Groce and peace to You from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Chirist, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present
evil age, according to the will of our Goo and Father, to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

[ am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one
who called Yyou by the grace of Christ and are turning to a
different gospel— which is really no gospel at all, Bvidently
some people are throwing you tnto confusion and are trying
to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from
heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached
to You, let him be eternally condemmned! As we have already
satd, so wow [ say again: If anybody is preaching to you a
gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally
condemmned!

A | now trybng to win the approval of wmen, or of God? Or am |
trylng to please men? 1f L were still trying to please men, | would not
be a servant of Christ. [ want you to Rinow, brothers, that the gospel |
preached is not something that man wmade up. | diol not receive it from
any maw, nor was | taught it; vather, (vecelved it bg revelation from
_Jesus Christ.



For you have heard of wmy previous way of life tn judatsm, how
intensely persecuted the churveh of God and tried to destroy it. | was
advancing tn Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age ano was
extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when God,
who set wme apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased
to reveal his Sown v me so that [ might preach hime among the
Gentiles, did not consult any mawn, nor did  go up to Jerusalem to
see those who were apostles before | was, but | went limmeedintely tnto
Arabia and Later veturned to Damascus.

Thew after three years, | went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with
Peter and stayed with him fifteen days. | saw none of the other
apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother. [ assure You before God that
what | am writtng You Ls no Lie. Later | went to Syria and Ciliela. |
was personally unknown to the churches of Juden that are bn Chrdst.
They only heard the veport: “The man who formerly persecuted us is
now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” And they pratsed
God because of mme.

Fourteen years later | went up again to Jerusalem, this thme with
Barnabas. | took Titus along also. | went bn response to a revelation
and set before them the gospel that [ preach among the Gemtiles. But
L did this privately to those who seemed to be Leaders, for fear that |
was running or had run my race tn vatn. Yet not even Titus, who
was with me, was compelled to be clicumelsed, even though he was a
qreek. This matter avose because some false brothers had infiltrated
our ranks to spy on the freedom we have tn Christ Jesus and to makee
us slaves. wWe did not give bn to them for & moment, so that the truth
of the gospel might remain with you. As for those who seemed to
be Liuportant—whatever they were makes no difference to me;
God does not Judge by external appearance—those men addeo
nothing to my message. On the contrary, they saw that 1 had been
entrusteol with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just
as Peter had been to the Jews.



For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to
the Jews, was also at work n my wministry as an apostle to the
Gewtiles. James, Peter and John, those veputed to be pillars, gave me
and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship whew they recognized the
grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and
they to the Jews. All they asked was that we should continue to
revember the poor, the very thing | was eager to do.

Whewn Peter came to Antloch, | opposed hive to his face, because he was
clearly tn the wrong. Before cevtain men came from James, he used
to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arvived, he began to draw
back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraild
of those who belonged to the circuumelision growp. The other Jews joined
hive b his hypoerisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was
led astray.

When [ saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the
gospel, | satd to Peter in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet Yyou Live
like a Gentile and not like a_Jew. How is it then, that you force
Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?”

“We who are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners’ know that a man
is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So
we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by
fAith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by obsenving
the law no one will be justified.”

“If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we
ourselves are sinners, does that wmean that Christ promotes sin?
Absolutely not! (F 1 rebulld what | destroyed, | prove that ( am a
lawbreaker. For through the law | died to the law so that | might Live
for God. | have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life [ live in the body, | Live by faith in the



Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. | do not set aside
the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the
law, Christ died for nothing!”

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before yyour
very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. | would Like
to learn just one thing from you: did you recelve the Spirit by
observing the law, or by believing what yow heard? Ave you so
foolish? Adfter beginming with the Spirit, are You now trying to
attain your goal by human effort? Have you suffered so much for
nothing—Lif it really was for nothing? Does God give You his Spirit
and work wiracles among You because You observe the law, or
because You believe what you heard?

Consloer Abvahaw: “He believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness. ” Lnderstand, then, that those who believe ave children
of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, and annownced the gospel tn advance to Abraham:
“AlL nations will be blessed through You. " So those who have faith ave
blessed along with Abraham, the wean of faith.

AlL who vely on observing the Law are wunder o curse, for it Ls written:
‘Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written
in the Book of the Law.” Clearly wo one is justified before Godl by the
Lo, because, “The righteous will Live by faith.” The Law (s wot based
on fatth; on the contrary, “The man who does these things will live
oy them.”

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for
us, for it Ls written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” e
redeevned us tn order that the blessing given to Abrahavm mioht come
to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by fatth we might receive
the promise of the Spivit.



Brothers, et me take an example from everyday Life. Just as no one
can set astde or add to a human covenwant that has been duly
established, so it is Ln this case. The promises were spoken to
Abrahanm and to his seed. The Scripture does not say ‘and to seeds,”
meaning many people, but “and to your seed, ” meaning one person,
who Ls Christ.

what L meawn is this: The law, introduced 420 years Later, does not
set astde the covenant previously established by God and thus do
awny with the promise. For if the nheritance depends on the Law, then
it no longer depends on a promise; but God bn his grace gave it to
Abroham through a promise.

what, thew, was the purpose of the law?

It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the
promise referveo hao come. The law was put lnto effect through
angels by a wediator. A wediator, however, does not represent just
one party; but God Ls one.

s the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God?

Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could bmpart life,
then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. But the
Sceripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, sp that
what was promised, betng given through faith in Jesus Christ, might
be glven to those who believe. Before this faith came, we were held
prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So the
Law was put in charge to Lead us to Christ that we might be justified
by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the
supervision of the Law.

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.



Theve ls nelther Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for
you are all one tn Christ Jesus. (f you belong to Christ, thew you are
Abroham's seed, and helrs according to the promise.

what | am saying Ls that as long as the helr Ls a child, he ts no
different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. He (s
subject to guardians and trustees until the thme set by his father. So
also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the baste
principles of the world. But when the thme had fully come, God sent
his Son, borwn of a woman, born under Law, to redeem those wnoler
Law, that we might recelve the full rights of sons. Because You are
sons, Gool sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who
calls out, “4bba, Father.”So You are wo Longer o slave, but a son; and
stnee You are a son, God has wade You also an helr.

Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who
by nature are not gods. But now that you know God—or rather are
Rnown by God—how s Lt that you are turning back to those weak
and wmisernble principles? Do You wish to be enslaved by them all over

again? You are observing special days and wonths and
seasons and years! 1 fear for You, that somehow | have wasted my
efforts on you.

| plead with you, brothers, becone Like v, for [ became Like you. You
have done me no wrong. As You kinow, it was because of an illness
that | first preached the gospel to You. Bven though my illness was a
trial to Yyou, Yow did not treat wme with contempt or scorn. Instead,
You welcomed me as if [were an angel of God, as Lf [ were Christ Jesus
nimself. what has happened to all Your joy? | can testify that, if You
could have done so, You would have torn out your eyes ano glven
them to me. Have [ now become Your enemy by telling you the truth?

Those people are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What they
woant is to alienate you from us, so that you may be zealous for them.,



It is fine to be zealous, provided the purpose is good, and to be so
always and not just when [ am with you. My dear childven, for whom
[ e again bn the pains of childbirth wnttl Christ is formed tin you,
how [ wish ( could be with you now and change my tone, because |
av perplexed about you!

Tell me, You who want to be under the Law, are You not aware of what
the law says? For it s written that Abraham had two sons, one by
the slave woman and the other by the free woman. His son by the
slave woman was born bn the ordinary way; but his son by the free
woman was borw as the result of a promise.

These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two
covenants.

Owne covenant Ls from Mount Sinat and bears children who are to be
slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinal tn Arabia
and corvesponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in

slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that s above is free,
and she is our mother.

For Lt Ls wrlttewn:

“Be glad, © barven woman,
who bears no children,
break forth and cry aloud,
You who have no labour pains;
because more are the children of the desolate woman
thaw of her who has a husband.”

Now You, brothers, like tsane, are childven of promise. At that time
the son born i the ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power
of the Spivit. It is the same now. But what does the Scripture say?



‘cet rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman's son
WilL never shave in the inheritance with the free woman's son.”

Thevefore, brothers, we are not chiloren of the slave woman, but of the
free worman.

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. stand firm, then,
and do not Let Yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let Yourselves
be circumelsed, Christ will be of no value to you at all, Again
[ declare to every wan who Llets himself be clreumeised that
he is obligated to obey the whole Law. You who are trying to
be justified by Law have beew alienated from Christ; you have
fallen away from grace. But by faith we eagerly await
through the Spirit the righteousiness for which we hope, For in
Christ Jesus welther clrewmceision nor uncirewmelsion has
any valwe. The ownly thing that counts is faith

expressing ttself through Love.

You were running a good race. \Who eut tn on You and kept You from
obeying the truth? That kind of persuasion does not come from the
one who calls you. “4 Little yeast works through the whole bateh of
dough.”

L am confident tn the Lord that you will take no other view. The one
who Ls throwing you tnto confusion will pay the penalty, whoever he
may be. Brothers, if [ am still preaching clreumelision, why am 1 still
being persecuted? n that case the offense of the cross has been
abolished.



AS for those agitators, | wish they would go the whole way and
emasculate themselves!

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to tndulge the stnful nature; vather, serve one another tn
Love. The entive law Ls swmmed up tn a single command: “Love Lour
weighbor as Yourself-” \f You keep on bitlng and devouring each
other, watch out or You will be destroyed by each other.

So 1 say, Lve by the Spirtt, and yow will not gratify the desires of
the stnful nature. For the sinful nature desives what is contiary to
the Splrit, and the Spirit what s contrary to the sinful nature. They
are bn conflict with ench other, so that you do not do what you want.
But if you are Led by the Spirit, you are not under law.

The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual bmmorality,
bmpurity and debauchery; tdolatry and witcheraft; hatred, discord,
Jealousy, fits of vage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and
envy; drunikenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as  did before,
that those who Live Like this will not tnherit the kingdom of God.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kRindwness, goodwness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there s no Law. Those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful natuwre with its passions andl
desires. Sinee we Live by the Spirit, Let us keep tn step with the Spirit.
Let us not become concelted, provoking and envying each other.

Brothers, Lf someone is caught bn a sin, you who are spiritual should
restore him gently. But wateh yourself, or you also may be tempted.



Carry each other’'s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the
Law of Chirist. if anyone thinks he is something when he Ls nothing,
he decelves himself. Each one should test his own actions. Then he
can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebooy
else, for ench one should carry his own load. Anyone who vecelves
bnstruction tn the word must sharve all good things with his
Lnstructor.

Do wnot be decelved: God cannot be mocked, A man reaps what
he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that
nature will veap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit,
from the Spirit will veap eternal life. Let us not become weary in
doing good, for at the proper time we will veap a havvest if we do not
give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, Let us do good to all people,
espectally to those who belong to the family of believers.

See what Large letters t use as | write to you with my
owwn hanol!

Those who want to make a good Limpression outwardly are tryjing to
compel You to be clreunmelsed. The only reason they do this is to avold
being persecuteol for the cross of Christ. Not even those who are
cirewmelsed obey the Law, Yet they want you to be clrewmeised that
they may boast about your flesh. May [ never boast except in the
cross of our Lovd Jesus Chvist, through which the world has been
crucified to wme, ano | to the world. Neither clreumelsion wnor
unelrewmelsion means anything; what counts s a new creation.
peace and mercy to all who follow this vule, even to the (srael of God.

Finally, Let no one cause me trouble, for t bear on my body the marks

of Jesus.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers.
AWen.



