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John’s work for God - Matt 3: 1-17 

The babies we heard about last week, Jesus and John, grew up. I am sure 

John’s father told him all about what had happened before his birth and 

stressed that he was born to turn others back to God, like the prophets of long 

ago.  So I imagine that John read the stories and writings of those prophets 

over and over again so that he could understand what he was to do. 

Probably so that he could hear God more clearly, he left behind all the 

comforts of everyday life and went to live away from people in the wilderness. 

There he had to make clothes out of camel-skin and eat locusts and wild 

honey. He knew God would tell him what to say to the people. And once he 

had listened, he began to preach. Soon the whole land was buzzing with talk 

about him. 

Imagine you lived in those times. One day you see huge crowds traveling along 

the road. You discover they are going to listen to the new prophet, John, and 

beg to be allowed to go too. At last your parents agree and you set off. You 

have probably never been so far from home and as you get nearer you hear 

John’s voice, echoing through the valleys. You find a good spot to eat your 

sandwiches and settled down. You soon find you are listening closely. 

John is saying that the people of Israel have messed up. They aren’t living the 

way God wants them to. And God is going to punish them unless they change!   

Suddenly the sun doesn’t feel so warm and you began to shiver – can this be 

true? You know that in the past God had sent armies into Jerusalem and taken 

everyone away into captivity. Could that happen again soon? Or is there going 

to be a disaster like an earthquake? 

In those days the roads were awful – full of potholes and bumps. When a VIP 

was coming, the people had to get out and smooth the roadway.  John uses 

this idea to get his point across.  “Repent,” he says. “Get ready. God’s special 

one is coming – start clearing up. Chuck out those sins which block God.” John 

even warns the religious leaders that they are not really obeying God. God’s 

judgement is for everybody. “You are like snakes, running away from a fire.” 



Those who are seriously sorry for disobeying God are baptised. They are 

ducked into the river, a symbol of the fact that they want to be washed clean 

of their sins and are setting out in a new relationship with God. 

The crowd is so impressed by John that someone asks out loud the question 

everyone in Judah is asking, ”John, are you the Messiah, God’s promised One? 

Is that why you are preaching like this?”  

John shakes his head: “No ways. I am just a ‘voice’ – not an important person. 

God special one is so much better than I am that I wouldn’t even dare to untie 

his shoelaces.” The crowd is shocked by these word pictures. Only a slave 

would be told to untie a shoelace. And a slave was the lowest of the low – yet 

here John is suggesting that he is even less important than a person like that.  

Then you hear John shout “Look, here is one who is ready to be sacrificed for 

God.” Perhaps it is the man coming up to John to be baptised. Someone says 

that this is John’s cousin, Jesus. Yet John seems reluctant to baptise him. 

Weird! Nonetheless this man insists. As he comes out of the water, the 

sunlight grows exceptionally bright and there seems to be a clap of thunder. 

You don’t see where he goes, but you wish you could know him better. 

You return home, but nothing is quite the same again. “The voice” has spoken. 

Many people believed John’s message.  He was a sensation, bigger than Justin 

Bieber or One Direction – bigger than Jesus at that time. But sadly, many 

people didn’t follow through on their promises to listen to God. Like us, no 

matter how they tried, they always messed up! John could tell them the 

problem; but he couldn’t help them sort out their lives. That’s why Jesus was 

coming. Jesus was going to die so that he could sort out things with God for 

them. 

We do the same wrong things as those people – we lie, we boast, we laugh at 

others, we’re mean. And no matter how we try we just can’t get things right. 

We can’t move the rocks out of our lives, except with Jesus’ help. 

 


