
(Before Scripture – explain that Mt. 6 usually read on Ash Wed. We read it today to continue 
our Series on The Sermon on Mount. We’ll focus on a different passage on Wed) 
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21
Introduction  
We are all motivated by reward. We never act for purely altruistic 
reasons! Even when we want others to believe we’ve acted 
completely unselfishly we are motivated by a desire to be seen to be 
unselfishly pure in motive. 
 
But here is the Good News: Our Father in Heaven offers reward. 
Jesus mentions reward nine times in the Sermon on the Mount – 7 
times in the passage we read this morning. Jesus says: Your Father, 
who sees in secret will reward you.  
 
Today we want to lay hold of that reward. What is it? Where is it? 
How do we get it?  
 
Development 
My wife reminded me this week that modern attention spans are 
very short. Short attention spans mean that we can’t remember all 
we read today. So let me gather up a three key words to guide us.   
 

1) Reward, obviously.  
2) Father – Our Father in Heaven 
3) Treasure. Let’s face it; treasure is appealing. We are not 

pirates, at least I hope not, but this morning we can rub our 
hands together and chuckle with glee – “here be treasure”… 

 
When we hear the words Father and Treasure our thoughts go 
immediately to:… any guesses. They go immediately to which story? 
I will give you a clue. Moses, after some complaining and reluctance, 
stood before Pharaoh and said: 
Israel is my son, my firstborn; let my people go, that they may serve 
me (Exodus 4:22–3)1 
That’s the first time in the bible we have the idea of God as father. It 
is the story of the Exodus –the God who sets his children free. And 
this is what God said to the people once they were freed: 
The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on earth 
to be his people, his treasured possession (Dt 7:6).  
 
																																																								
1	Wright,	T.	(1996).	The	Lord	and	His	Prayer	(p.	14).	London:	Society	for	Promoting	Christian	
Knowledge.	
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This informs how we understand reward: 
Reward involves being set free from something  
Reward involves being set free for something.  
 
What are we set free from? 
 
Well. It is right here in the text. We are freed from the opinion of 
others... We are set free from the opinion of the crowd.  
 
The word hypocrite originally meant actor. Just a few kilometers 
from Jesus’ hometown in Nazareth was the wealthy city of 
Sepphoris. King Herod had built a famous theatre there. Jesus and 
his contemporaries would have known about actors and how well 
they played to the crowd. Maybe actors in his day, like in ours, were 
not just good at playing to the crowd on the stage…but drew 
adoring followers.  
 
Whether we are actors or not – the desire to be well thought of is 
potent. A glance at the average facebook profile confirms it. I 
teasingly asked my daughter when her school had “Valentines 
civvies” day recently if she was going to be dressing up to impress 
the boys.  
 
“Daddy”, she said, “girls don’t dress up for the boys – they dress up 
to impress the other girls”. We call that peer pressure. The intense 
need to be accepted by our cultural group…so much so that we can 
act in detrimental ways.  
 
Friends, our Father in Heaven frees us from our culture. At our 
recent Minister’s Summit retired minister Dr Peter Storey told us that 
often when he confronted Seminarians about unacceptable moral 
behaviour they’d retort: It is my culture.  
 
Rev. Storey responded that there was a time when he had to repent 
of his culture in tears…That is something we all need to do. The 
Kingdom of Heaven is near and we repent of how our culture shapes 
what we think and do.  
 
Our culture states “blessed are you when people speak highly of 
you”. Even in our bizarre political context where Zuma and the 
Gupta’s seem beyond shame in looting the State they also spend 
millions hiring spin-doctors to shape public opinion.  
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Do you know what Jesus said? In Luke he said: “woe to you when 
people speak highly of you”  
 
Jesus frees us from our culture. 
 
I’m not going to accuse any of us of playing to the crowd. Such 
behaviour is odious. But I do believe many of us are captive to the 
dictates of cultural opinion. And that too smells – it smells of fear 
and slavery.  
 
2) Secondly, God’s reward frees us from slavery to treasures on 
earth.  
I’m not going to be uncouth and accuse us of greed. Greed is 
odious, it wreaks, it cannot be hidden. But I am going to suggest 
that many of us are prone to worrying about money and 
possessions. And guess what? That also stinks. It stinks of stale 
sweat and soiled clothing – of fear.  
 
Friends, there is good news! The Kingdom of Heaven is so full of 
grace it embraces even those of us who are tainted with worry and 
fear; we are embraced with the love of God. Jesus says: “do not 
worry about your life” (Mt. 6:25).  
 
If we have not been set free from worry about money and from the 
opinion of others then we are enslaved and Jesus wants to set us 
free.  
 
Repent 
While on Furlough I enjoyed 5 days of retreat where I met daily with 
a Spiritual Director for guidance and reflection. On day four he 
looked me in the eyes and said with cutting clarity: “you have 
sinned”.  
 
Do you know what that is like? When someone looks us in the eyes 
and says: “you have sinned” there is no dodging it. You have sinned 
he said and paused. There was an uncomfortable silence. 
 
I wanted to deny it. But my mouth just opened and closed.  
 
Then he said: “you have believed the lie spoken about you, lies that 
say you are not good enough”.  
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I tried to tell myself that wasn’t so bad. But sin is sin. My sin was a 
rejection of the true word of God, a denial of the cross of Christ and 
a rejection of my baptismal identity.  
 
In our confused “people pleasing” culture we can’t tell the difference 
between the truth that says: “you have sinned” and the lie that says: 
“you are not good enough”.  
 
Satan is the father of lies, he comes to steal and destroy, he says 
“you are not good enough”.  
 
Our Father in heaven speaks truth – through Jesus he says “Repent 
and believe in the Good News” 
 
The Truth, is friends, in the Father’s sight we are precious, of 
immeasurable value, worth saving. Indeed, God’s desire is that we 
be His treasures.  
 
We are set free from slavery to be God’s children, God’s treasured 
possessions.  
 
And that is our reward.  
Not to have treasure. But to be treasure.  
Not to play to the crowd. But to enjoy the audience of the heavenly 
Father.  
 
Not to have treasure. But to be treasure.  
Not to play to the crowd. But to enjoy the audience of the heavenly 
Father.  
 
Friends, our reward is to live as God’s treasured possessions so 
that we shine – we are, in Jesus words, the light of the world.  
 
Prayer, with the Father who sees what is done in secret, buffs and 
polishes us. The more polished we become the more slippery we are 
to culture and earthly treasures. (I’m sure Glen, our Society Seward 
today, won’t mind me picking on him. I have this lovely picture of 
Glen kneeling before the Father in prayer and being buffed to a shine 
– [Glen is balled]).  
 
Giving generously to those who suffer warms up the Trumpets of 
Jubilee. Jubilee is the Old Testament concept where in the 50th year 
the trumpet would sound, debts would be forgiven and land 
restored. Giving says to God’s precious ones – guess what you 
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really are good enough, you are worth caring about. There is nothing 
wrong with giving generously and then basking in the blessing of 
having shared in God’s work.  
 
Skipping a meal in order to feed on God’s word fills us up so that 
our words and actions are, as Jesus puts it, salt to the earth – 
healing and death defying.  
 
If we have even the hint of a desire to shine as God’s treasure in this 
world then God is powerfully at work; a miracle has happened. We 
are on the way to freedom. So don’t give up! Press on. The Kingdom 
of Heaven is near.  
 
Conclusion 
Jesus helps us press on. He says: “where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes 
are good, your whole body will be full of light” (Mt 6:21–22).  
 
The Jesus for dummies version is something like: “keep your eyes on 
the ball”. I’ve learned about this “eye as the lamp” the hard way.  
 
When I got my Mountain Bike a few years ago – I obviously 
treasured it more then because I’ve not ridden much lately - I did a 
lot of falling off.  
 
I’d see a rut knowing that if my tyres went in I’d wipe out – sure 
enough I – bang. I’d see a rock – hit it and over I went.  
 
One day out, cycling my brother in law Neil, circled back to examine 
my injuries. He graciously saved jokes at my expense for later when 
there’d be a crowd to play for.  
 
There I was covered in dust complaining about my woeful skills. 
“When you hit that rock,” he said, “what were you looking at?” “I was 
looking at the dammed rock.” “Next time”, he said, “look at the gap 
between the rocks –the body always follows the eyes.” “Watch” he 
said – effortlessly weaving down the mountain through a minefield of 
rocks. I followed somewhat less fluidly. I still hit a few rocks – but 
only the ones I chose to focus on.  
 
Friends, we do fall short of our calling to be God’s Treasured 
Possession. But that is because we are still prone to focusing on 
things that worry us – our reputation, the opinion of others, our ever 
increasing bills, the lies people say about us and about the church.  
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So I dare you. I challenge you. I implore you. I would command you 
if I could. Actually, maybe I can, In Jesus name I command you this 
season of Lent – focus on Jesus and the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Embrace every opportunity you have to do so. One such opportunity 
is our Ash Wed service – you can follow that by worshiping every 
Sunday in Lent…and then spend the week between embracing the 
practises we give you.  
 
For Jesus said:  
“I tell you the truth, the Father who sees what is done in secret will 
reward you”  
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Clippings 
This is not a sermon on prayer – so forgive me for diverging –I 
suspect so often the underlying assumption of our prayer is that the 
creator of the world is not really listening, or doesn’t really want to 
answer. So maybe this picture will help in Lent – ever had you shoes 
shined? Seen it done. You are set down on a chair. Shoe shiner 
kneels at your feet and buffs your shoes. You leave  
 
(Remember, from a few weeks back that salt of the earth referred to 
God’s Covenant and the obedience of God’s people.)  
 
 
Why is it we find it easy to get to work on Monday but hard to 
worship on Sunday? Cos we lose focus and treasure the wrong 
things.  
 
 
Because it takes nothing less than the power of the cross to set us 
free from worldly opinion and earthly treasure. 
 


