
Sunday School Notes: 23 April 2017 

Jesus was a poor man who only ever visited one big town, Jerusalem. He lived his whole life in his 

own country in a very small corner of the Roman Empire. He never wrote a book. And in the end he 

died the death of a criminal. Lots of other people lived at the same time in the same country and we 

have never heard of them. What made Jesus different? Why do we know about him 2000 years 

later? 

If you think about it you will realise that the difference between Jesus and all the others was that he 

didn’t stay dead. There would be no Christians if Jesus had not risen again for his resurrection is the 

fact that proves he was not an ordinary man.  

But for the first couple of days after the crucifixion, his followers and disciples really believed that 

Jesus was dead! They huddled in their upstairs room, miserably believing that the last three years 

they had spent with Jesus had all been a waste of time. And now it seemed that all his promises, all 

his wonderful words meant nothing. What is more, they were probably afraid that they too might be 

captured and tortured for having associated with a criminal. That fear became even greater when 

Mary Magdalene rushed in to tell them that Jesus’ body had gone from the grave.  

Perhaps she said something like this: 

“Some of you probably don’t know because you weren’t there, but on Friday we stayed to watch on 

Golgotha hill where Jesus was crucified. We just couldn’t believe that Jesus was going to die – we 

sort of hoped for a miracle, I suppose. We wept and shared stories about him and waited.  

“Jesus died more quickly than the other two men, you know.  We were just about to leave when we 

Joseph of Arimathea arrived with letters from Pilate. We moved a bit closer to listen and gathered 

that the letters instructed the soldiers to give him Jesus’ body. The sergeant in charge of the 

crucifixion wasn’t very pleased at the change in plans, but obviously the letter must have been very 

official because pretty soon the soldiers lowered the crossbar and removed the body. Then they 

gave it to Joseph and his friend, Nicodemus - remember  he was the leader of the synagogue who 

came to see Jesus one night. 

“The two men took a linen cloth and wrapped the body in it carefully and carried it off. The soldiers 

thought they were mad! It was quite clear that they both had loved Jesus as they wept as they went 

and they were so tender with the body. We followed the two men to see what would happen. But 

they were so emotional that they didn’t even notice us there. It was late in the day by then and 

nearly time for Passover to begin so they moved quickly. They took the body to a grand burial cave 

in a nearby private garden. 

 “We noted the tomb carefully. We women decided then and there among ourselves that we too 

wanted to say our goodbyes to Jesus by washing his body and cleaning it up. Of course, we couldn’t 

do this on Passover day so we planned to go out there on the first day of the week.  

“We planned to go as early as possible. We knew that the tomb was in a private garden, and we 

didn’t really have the right to go there so we wanted to be in and out before anyone else was 

around.  



“The sun was just coming up as we got to the tomb. We were very concerned that we would not be 

able to move the huge stone which had been rolled across to shut the cave off. But, as we got near, 

we saw that the grave was open.  We hesitated, but decided to go in. There was no body there – just 

the two piles of wrapping bandages, lying just as though there was still a body in them.  

“We were stunned and stopped to double-check to make sure that we were at the right place. We 

all agreed we were! The tomb is quite distinctive, you know.  

“Suddenly we saw a young man in the grave! We got the shock of our lives!  We turned tail and fled, 

although the young man was calling out to us.” 

 Peter and John didn’t really believe her and decided to investigate. At first they moved slowly so as 

not to draw attention to themselves in the streets, but as they got nearer to the garden, they moved 

faster and faster. John, younger and fitter, pulled ahead and then stopped short as he reached the 

grave, dreading to go in. Peter , however, just barged in, to discover – nothing! The body had gone! 

Only the grave bandages were there. Mary’s story was true.  

But they weren’t the only ones who had to deal with the problem of an empty grave. 

A captain of the guard had reported to Caiaphas the High Priest and religious leader of the Jews that 

there had been a disturbance while they were on guard at Jesus’ grave. The men reported that there 

had been an earth tremor or earthquake which had rolled the burial stone away. They fainted with 

fear and, when they came round, the body was gone. 

This was terrible news for the Jewish leaders. They were terrified that the people would believe that 

Jesus had risen again as he had promised. They decided to bribe the guards, asking them to say that 

all that had happened was that the disciples had stolen the body while they were asleep. This wasn’t 

really a very good plan But no-one could deny that the grave was empty, and it was probably the 

only thing they could think of to say.  

Soon, the city of Jerusalem buzzed with this lie. But gradually the people heard other rumours – 

rumours that Jesus was alive again.  

And, of course, Jesus’ body was never found. There was no body! Instead there was a risen Saviour 

who had gone through death so we could have everlasting life. 

 

PUZZLE 

Read Matthew 28: 11-15.  

Can you suggest why the chief priests had to offer to pay the guards a large sum of money to tell 

this lie? 

 

 


