
Small Group Notes 18 June 2017. Theme: “Is Anything Impossible for the Lord?” 
Key Words: Covenant, Promise, Faith, Hope.  
Note: The leader must be familiar with the story of Abraham and Sarah (Gen. 12-18). 
 
Welcome 

• When did you last laugh with unrestrained joy? 
 
Worship 

• Read Rom. 5:1-8. Invite one or two members to share a testimony inspired by this 
passage. 

• An appropriate Hymn or Song may be sung.  
 
Word  
 Read Genesis 18:1-15 

1. Familiarise the group with the story of Abraham – his call (Gen 12), God’s Covenant 
promise (Gen 15), Sarah’s (Sarai) barrenness and how she and Abraham sought to 
ensure progeny (Gen. 16).  

2. What did Abraham do when he saw the three travellers?  
3. What similarities and differences are there between our own expressions of hospitality 

and Abraham’s “lavish and generous care of a Bedouin host forgetting his status and 
acting as servant, giving, as he has received, freely1”?  

4. God’s revelation is made known through hospitality (as in the Emmaus story). How 
have you experienced God’s revelation in your own acts of hospitality? 

5. Abraham and Sarah had given up hope in having their own children, i.e. they had 
given up hope in God’s promise to them. Can you identify with their hopelessness? 

6. The key verse is 18:14 “Is anything too hard for God?” How do you answer? Where in 
Luke is this question also asked? Read and discuss the quote copied below.  

7. Why do you think that Sarah laughed? Why do you think she denied laughing? 
(Abraham also laughed when God made this promise [Gen 17:17]. The child to be 
born is named Isaac (he laughs).  

 
Works 

• What challenged you in worship on Sunday? Is there any action God is calling your to 
“in the authority of Christ”? 

• Pray for those affected by storms and fires.  
• Commit to one act of hospitality toward someone you don’t know well in the week to 

come (remember to ask one another about it next week).  
• Encourage all members to attend services on Sunday 25th June – a special notice 

and call to prayer will be read.  
 
Quote (Genesis, Walter Brueggemann) 
“Is anything too hard for the LORD?" … is the question which surfaces everywhere in the Bible. We 
must say it is the fundamental question every human person must answer. And how it is answered 
determines everything else. If the question of the Lord is answered, "Yes, some things are too hard, 
impossible for God," then God is not yet confessed as God. We have not conceded radical freedom 
to God. We have determined to live in a closed universe where things are stable, reliable, and 
hopeless. If, on the other hand, the question is answered, "No, nothing is impossible for God," that is 
an answer which so accepts God's freedom that the self and the world are fully entrusted to God and 
to no other. The question must not be given this answer lightly or easily. The way the story hopes we 
will answer is to yield utterly to this gracious one, to let the initiative for our lives flow from our hands.” 

																																																								
1	Wright,	N.	T.	(2001).	Twelve	Months	of	Sundays:	Reflections	on	Bible	Readings,	Year	A	(p.	79).	London:	Society	for	
Promoting	Christian	Knowledge.	


