
13 August: God Rescue Plan (Part 3): Joseph saves the nations 

Most of us don’t like it when we have to wait for things to happen, but God’s timings are different 

from ours.  

By this time in the story, Abraham is dead. He had only ever owned one field and had only one son 

from his marriage to Sarah. That son, Isaac, had only two sons, Jacob and Esau, and very little land. 

What’s more there is no clue as to this tiny family living in a tiny corner of the world will bring joy to 

‘every family on earth’. 

But God was still at work. Jacob had become rich in possessions and children. To our surprise, we 

discover that it was through Jacob’s descendants that God would rescue the world from sin and evil, 

despite his grabbing and his scheming,.  

It isn’t surprising, however, to discover that Jacob’s sons were quarrelsome. And perhaps we aren’t 

surprised to discover that part of the problem was that Jacob – just like his parents - had a favourite.  

Jacob’s favourite was Joseph, the oldest son of his beloved Rachel. By the time Joseph turned 17, it 

seems that he hd become very unpopular among his brothers. We are told that he reported his 

brothers to Isaac for not doing their work properly! And when he told his brothers that he had 

dreamt that they would bow down to him one day, they couldn’t get over his cheek! The Bible tells 

us that “they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.” 

Then their chance for revenge came. Because the brothers were looking after the flocks and herds 

far from their home, Isaac sent Joseph to see that everything was fine – with the boys and perhaps 

especially with the flocks of animals! The brothers saw Joseph coming and decided this was their 

chance to kill him. Reuben, the oldest brother, knew this was wrong and persuaded them rather to 

dump Joseph in a pit from which he planned to rescue him. Can you imagine how scared Joseph was 

as he cried in that pit, overhearing his brothers’ hatred and their many plans? Eventually, while 

Reuben was out of sight and hearing (checking on the animals perhaps), Judah suggested that, 

instead of killing Joseph they should make some money by selling him into slavery. The merchants 

who came along welcomed the business deal and probably didn’t question why he was being sold.  

The brothers then went home and told Jacob that they had discovered Joseph’s bloodied coat on the 

way. Jacob grieved terribly as he believed Joseph had been killed by wild animals. 

Meanwhile, Joseph was sold to a military officer and became his house servant. The captain’s wife 

liked the look of this strong young man and, when he wouldn’t make love to her, she was furious. 

Once again Joseph was hated and this time he ended up in jail..  

But Joseph knew that God did not hate him. Despite all that was happening to him, he learnt to trust 

God and to develop the talents which God had given him. He had run Potiphar’s household and now, 

although he was a prisoner, Jacob was asked to run the prison. God was using all these 

circumstances to change Joseph from a spoilt young man to a wise leader! 

Eventually, with God’s help, he became Pharaoh’s right hand man. Joseph was appointed to control 

all the food supplies of Egypt to help deal with the famine that Pharaoh had dreamt about. 



In time, Jacob’s family also began to suffer because of the drought, and Jacob sent his sons to Egypt 

to buy grain. They didn’t dream that the man who was dressed in Egyptian clothes and who spoke in 

the Egyptian tongue was their brother! But Joseph recognised them. When they discovered this, 

they were terrified in case he took his revenge on them.  

But God enabled him to forgive them for the past. Instead he showed them that what they had 

planned for evil, God had intended for good (Gen 50:20). The whole area had been rescued from the 

famine because God had worked in his life. Perhaps this was the first sign that others were 

benefitting through Abraham’s ancestors. And of course, thanks to Joseph’s wise plans, God’s special 

family didn’t die of hunger. 

Many of the brothers had learnt important lessons since selling Joseph. Judah, Joseph’s older 

brother, had changed so much that, although he had been the one who had suggested that they sell 

Joseph, now he offered to stay in prison so that his youngest brother (Jacob’s new favourite) could 

return to Jacob unharmed. Hundreds of years later, Jesus was born to one of Judah’s descendants 

and so Judah was an important link in the chain of God’s rescue plan. 

Jacob, the brothers and their families moved to Egypt so that Joseph could look after them there. 

Why did God allow them to go away from their promised land? We have no idea. Perhaps God 

wanted them to learn that he was God everywhere, not just in the land he had promised to them? 

God was still their God in Egypt, even though they forgot about him and then complained that he 

had forgotten them! God’s plan would unfold there too. 

This story shows us that God never gives up. He continued to care for Joseph and his family then, 

just as he does now. We can never move away from his love and care. We have an amazing God. 

 

Something to do 

How big was God’s special family now?  See Genesis 46:27. 


