
20 August 2017: Exit from Egypt (Exodus 1-13) 

We have followed the story from Genesis: The beginning of creation, the beginning of God’s rescue 

plan to save his world from sin. We have seen that God chose the family through whom this would 

happen – the family of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Last week we saw how Jacob’s son Joseph was  

used by God to preserve this family and the people of Egypt during the famine. And because Joseph 

was there to look after his father and brothers and their families, all seventy of them trekked into 

Egypt to stay there. The family was growing! God’s promise was coming true. 

But instead of proving a blessing, this proved to be a problem!  

The Bible picks up their story 430 years after Jacob and his family moved down to Egypt. They were 

still there! The current Pharaoh didn’t know anything about what Joseph had done for Egypt and 

was scared that this group of ‘aliens’ would side with his enemies. He decided that the best way of 

dealing with the problem was to make them his slaves. So he set them to work on the great Egyptian 

treasure cities (possibly even building some pyramids), and in the fields. 

But no matter how hard they were pushed to work, the families continued to have strong and 

healthy babies.  Pharaoh made new laws in a desperate attempt to keep their numbers down: boy 

babies were to be killed; new harsh working conditions were imposed. The people suffered terribly. 

The people thought God was asleep, but God was at work. And the book of Exodus tells us what was 

happening behind the scenes.  

God’s plan centred round Moses. His great, great grandfather was Joseph’s brother, Levi. As you 

know, Moses was rescued as a baby and grew up as Pharaoh’s daughter’s son, learning lots about 

leadership in the palace. But his real mother served Pharaoh’s daughter as a nursemaid for little 

Moses and so he probably also learnt the stories of his own people. God was preparing him right 

from birth to become their leader.  

Moses first attempt to help his people was silly. He acted in anger and without God’s guidance. As a 

result he was forced to run away to ensure he was not hanged for murder!  

But God used Moses’ years in exile to teach this city fellow about the harsh conditions of the veld. 

He met his future wife, Zipporah, at a well. (Why are we not surprised?! ). For many years Moses 

worked as a shepherd for his father-in-law. Moses moved from a palace to being with sheep! But 

God was at work in Moses. When the right time came, God called Moses to leave his father-in-law 

and to work for him.  

God appeared in a fiery bush which wasn’t burnt! Speaking out of the bush, God reminded Moses 

that he was the God of his fathers. Moses realised that God wanted him to lead his people but 

seemed horrified that he would have to take on this responsibility.  

He complained that he wasn’t a real leader, pointing out that he couldn’t even speak well in public! 

Eventually God allowed him to take his brother, Aaron, with him when he went to tackle Pharaoh. 

Unlike the Pharaoh in Joseph’s day, this Pharaoh refused to listen to God’s warnings. This meant that 

the Egyptians suffered huge hardships as God allowed the ten plagues to torment them..  



Eventually, after the awful event of Passover night when the first born were killed if they didn’t have 

blood on the door, Pharaoh told Moses to take his people and to get out fast. Almost immediately 

he regretted his decision. But the Israelites were ready and waiting. They had packed up everything 

and were dressed and ready to go. At first it seemed they would be caught but God watched over 

them, providing a pillar of cloud so they could escape across the sea. Pharaoh’s army was wiped out. 

The mighty crowd (603 550 according to Numbers 1:46) of Abraham’s descendants were free and on 

their way to the land God had promised to them. Nothing was easy, but God had provided – food 

and water, safety and guidance – for the beginning of their trek and he would continue to do so. 

It’s an amazing story but it reminds us that we can never move outside God’s love and care, no 

matter what is happening in our lives. He can rescue physically as well as spiritually. Thousands of 

people have proved this to be true, right up to today. 

Our God is a mighty God!  

 


