
6 August: God’s Rescue Plan (Part 2): The grabber is grabbed! (Genesis 29-33) 

In the beginning’ God created all good things, including a rescue plan for us as we battle with evil. 

The first book of the Bible, Genesis, explains that his rescue plan began with his choice of Abraham 

through whom ‘all the families of the earth would be blessed’.  

Abraham could have been excused for doubting God,. Although God had promised him land and 

many descendants and that he would be a blessing to others, by the end of his life he had one son, 

no land and no real sign of any blessing coming through him, But Abraham trusted God still. The 

same promises were made to his son, Isaac – but all he got was the terrible twins, Jacob and Esau.  

The younger, Jacob, cheated his brother and then ran away, fearing for his life. Yet God didn’t give 

up on him or on his rescue plan. God met with him in a dream and promised to be with him and to 

bless the families of the earth through him. However,  Jacob had to learn to trust God instead of 

scheming. 

After his dream, Jacob travelled for days. Eventually he arrived at a well where three flocks of sheep 

were gathered. He couldn’t understand why the shepherds were standing around, instead of getting 

water for their flocks and moving off.  They explained that they needed to work together to move 

the huge stone which covered the well and kept the water clean and cool. 

 Reading between the lines, the next part of the story seems to be ‘love at first sight’. His mother 

Rebecca had been chosen as Isaac’s wife at a well. Now Jacob met his future wife at a well.  Jacob 

was so thrilled to meet this beautiful girl (his cousin, Rachel) that he was moved the stone all by 

himself!  

After he had stayed with her father, his Uncle Laban, for several weeks, his uncle wanted Jacob to 

continue to work for him. Jacob was so in love with Rachel that he agreed to work without a salary 

for 7 years if he could marry Rachel then.  The Bible says that Jacob loved Rachel so much that the 

years sped by as though they were “but a few days” (Gen 29:20). 

Eventually the wedding day arrived. Jacob’s lovely bride came out to him, her face hidden by veils as 

was the custom. Only when daylight dawned the next day did Jacob realise that he had been 

cheated. He discovered he was well and truly married to Leah, Rachel’s older sister. It wasn’t that 

she was horrid; it was just that Jacob wanted Rachel. So he stomped off to complain to his father-in-

law, Laban. “How could you do this to me?” he shouted. In the end though there was nothing he 

could do, the marriage with Leah was legal. The cheater was cheated! Perhaps God was showing him 

what it was like to lose something precious?  

The only solution was to marry Rachel as his second wife a week later. Can you imagine how much 

rivalry that caused: two sisters married to one man! And, of course, Jacob loved this second wife, 

Rachel, far more than he loved Leah. God gave Leah the gift of bearing six sons; so at least Jacob 

liked her for that, but it wasn’t the same as love. Only after many years and many prayers did Rachel 

give birth to two boys, Joseph and Benjamin. Together with his adopted sons, Jacob eventually had 

twelve boys and one daughter, Dinah- the promise of many descendants seemed much more likely 

now. But he still had no land and there wasn’t much sign of him blessing others! 



 However, God was at work, keeping his promises. God knew Jacob needed flocks to be able to 

support his huge family. Jacob and Laban agreed that Jacob could keep the speckled or spotted 

young animals, as well as the black sheep. But then Laban cheated by hiding these kinds of animals 

away at a camp 3 day’s journey away. The grabber was being cheated again! Nonetheless God 

helped Jacob to build up huge flocks of sheep and camels and goats.  

In time Jacob knew that Laban didn’t trust him any more than he trusted Laban. God told him in a 

dream that it was time to return to his home country. I am sure God wasn’t always pleased with him, 

but he loved him nonetheless and renewed his promise to him.  

Jacob waited until Laban was away from home, and then he and Rachel and Leah and all the children 

packed up and left. Laban only heard 3 days later and rushed after them. God warned him not to 

harm Jacob, so Laban was careful. But he wanted the family idols back. Rachel had stolen these as 

she believed that owning them made Jacob the head of the family. She lied so they wouldn’t be 

discovered! Oops: another deceiver! And her scheming was also unnecessary: God had already 

indicated to Jacob that he was chosen by God. The real God was already with him!  

Going home meant that Jacob had to face Esau. There had been no contact for 20 years and he had 

no idea how Esau felt about him. Jacob tried to patch things up by sending Esau flocks of goats and 

sheep and by calling him ‘My lord’ and God enabled the brothers to meet peacefully. 

Jacob was back in his homeland; he was rich and well-fed for God had looked after him. Now Jacob 

had to face up to God. This time he wasn’t allowed to bargain his way out of a relationship. We are 

told that on the bank of a stream, God in human form cornered Jacob and wrestled  with him for a 

whole night, eventually overpowering him. In everything God had proved trustworthy; now he was 

reminding Jacob that he didn’t need to manipulate anything. 

From that day on, Jacob walked with a limp to remind him that he was just a man and that God was 

the powerful one. But Jacob also had another memento of that day – a new name. God declared 

that Jacob would not be known as the ‘grabber’ or the ‘deceiver’ any longer, but as ‘Israel’ or ‘the 

one with whom God was at work’.  

Jacob’s troubles were far from over and he still had a lot of growing up in God to do, but he was a lot 

nearer to God than he had been. He knew that God could be trusted.  

Those who love God discover this is still true today. God hasn’t promised us land or lots of 

descendants, but he does promise ‘everlasting life’ to all who believe in him. This is God’s rescue 

plan for it removes the consequences of sin. It isn’t a last-minute ‘idea’ to make us happy, but God’s 

focus throughout history. That’s why ‘history’ is actually ‘God’s story’ – and we are part of it too! 

Some work to do: 

Who was the mother of Judah? 

Whose child was Joseph? 


