
 Sunday School Notes for 29 October 2017: King David (2 Samuel) 

Once upon a time 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel formed one book – written by probably 3 people, of whom 

Samuel was the first. I imagine the scroll was rather heavy and so people decided to separate the 

story of Samuel and Saul from the story of King David. The hero of 2 Samuel then is David.  

Even before Saul died, he had already been chosen. God had sent Samuel to visit Boaz’s grandson, 

Jesse, and to anoint the future king of Israel from among his sons. One by one Jesse’s 7 sons were 

called to meet Samuel – and, wow, he was impressed! They were all fine-looking young men and 

several times Samuel was convinced that the young man in front of him was the future king. But God 

was looking at their hearts and rejected them all. Confused, Samuel turned to Jesse and asked if he 

didn’t have any other sons. 

And then they thought of David. Jesse sons regarded their young step-brother as so unimportant 

that they hadn’t even remembered to call him in from the fields where he was looking after the 

sheep! Maybe they though he was too young and too immature to bother about. Yet, young David, 

was God’s chosen king. God looked at his heart, not his status. 

David had a pretty rough time while Saul was king because, not surprisingly, Saul was furious that 

God had given up on him and chosen this youngster in his place! 1 Samuel is full of stories about 

how David was outlawed and hunted down. Eventually Saul and his son, Jonathan, died in battle and 

David was crowned as King of Israel.  

The people of Israel have always regarded this as the high point in their history and since then have 

complained that things aren’t what they used to be in ‘the good old days of King David’! Ever today 

they have talk about great King David! 

And they are right. 2 Samuel shows us that David was a great leader. He conquered their enemies 

and made the nation stronger than it had ever been. He also chose the place for a capital city and 

built Jerusalem, the city of David, there. He organised the music services for the temple and 

appointed people to do lots of important jobs in the nation and in the temple. 

But this book also shows us the other side of the picture. David’s reign was troubled. 

1. David was troubled by his own failures. David loved God but he wasn’t always the kind of 

person he wanted to be. Do you remember, for instance, how he sent a man, Uriah, to the 

front line of the army and organised that the enemy would kill him? David wanted to marry 

Uriah’s beautiful wife so he organised a murder. God often had to punish David and correct 

him. But God knew that David hated his sinfulness. We can see signs of this in his poems 

which are included in the book of Psalms.. 

2. David was troubled by some of his followers. Some of his own people made his life very 

difficult. In fact, his nephew Joab, the commander-in-chief of his army, was one of the 

worst! Joab was a great soldier, but he wanted to do things his way and so he often acted in 

harsh, cruel, godless ways that David hated. But Joab wasn’t prepared to listen to David. In 

fact he could probably blackmail David because he knew what had really happened to Uriah 

– and possibly threatened to “tell”! 



3. David was troubled by some who had a grudge against him. As a reward for fighting bravely 

for King Saul, David had been allowed to marry Saul’s daughter, Michal. She gave him a hard 

time! E.g., she mocked him when he brought the Ark into Jerusalem. And she wasn’t the 

only troublemaker. Others would also have liked Saul’s family to stay in power and so made 

life difficult for David. (e.g. Shimei, ch 16) 

4. Finally, David was troubled by his own children. This was perhaps the worst. Although he 

was a good king, he wasn’t a very good father because he didn’t discipline his children. His 

son, Absalom even planned a rebellion so he could overthrow his father and rule in his place. 

Yet David loved him and was heartbroken by his rebellion and his death at Joab’s hand.  

So 1 Samuel doesn’t hide the bad and tell only the good things about David! 

But I think David was great, nonetheless. Not because of what he did, but because he really 

loved God. God had told him that, at some time in the future, God’s greater king would be born 

into his family. He didn’t understand how or when, but he knew God loved him and was at work, 

even in his messed-up, troubled life. He wrote lots of the poems in the Psalms as he tried to 

think his way through things, poems that are used almost every day, because we know that 

David was just like us. 

When God looks at our hearts too, I wonder what he sees? Someone who loves him, or someone 

who ignores him?  

 

  

 


