
Sunday School Notes: 12 November 2017 Exiled to Babylon (2 Kgs 19 -26) 

When God had made his great promises to Abraham, there was a flip-side. There had to be 

commitment to God in return. Abraham was a good example of this. He showed God that he was 

listening to Him and chose to follow him. When we read the stories in 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 

Chronicles we are amazed by how the people expected to be blessed, but forgot their side of things.  

We have already seen what happened to the Northern Kingdom (Israel ) when they left God out. 

We would have thought that the people of the South in Judah would learn from Israel’s mistakes. 

The great prophets whose words are recorded in the Bible certainly warned them again and again 

that the same fate would come their way.  Two of these (Isaiah, Jeremiah) were key figures, but 

there were also what we call ‘Minor’ prophets who also warned and warned.   

These prophets criticised Judah for worshipping other gods, but they also spoke out against 

something else. They noticed that, because the people had seen what had happened in the north, 

they took pains to stay on the right side of God. This meant that they became more and more 

religious but, sadly, lots of their religion was just action or ritual. They made all the right sacrifices, 

said all the right words but they didn’t really care about God. Religion was just something you had to 

do to keep God happy!  

Every now and then we hear of a godly king there. More often, they often started off well but, as 

soon as they were sure of their power, they too forgot about God. Then Baal-worship would flare up  

again.  

Generally the kings and their followers didn’t listen carefully to what God was saying. In fact when 

God’s prophets gave them advice, they often treated them terribly.  Once when God told Jeremiah 

to write down his words, the king listened and then casually cut up the scroll and burnt the pieces as 

soon as the pages had been read! Another time they dropped Jeremiah in a muddy well and planned 

to leave him there!  

Meanwhile Judah became the target of the other nations hungry for land and power. I imagine the 

kings had heard how magnificent Solomon’s temple was and reckoned these lands must be 

fabulously wealthy. Despite God’s advice via the prophets, the kings of Judah decided they had 

better suck-up to the surrounding kings. Judah thought that if they gave treasures and presents to 

the surrounding kingdoms, they would leave them alone.  

One of the most famous incidents happened when the King Hezekiah got desperate. He stripped off 

a lot of the gold from the temple and took all the silver out of the temple and gave these to the 

Assyrian king, Sennacherib. But of course all that happened was that Sennacherib wanted more! 

Soon he surrounded Jerusalem, the capital of the southern kingdom, with his troops. (2 Kings 19).  

The captain of the enemy troops mocked them, offering to give them 2000 horses if they could find 

enough men who could ride them. Judah was so weak that they knew they could not accept his 

offer. The Judean leaders begged the captain to talk in Aramaic, not Hebrew, so the people wouldn’t 

get upset but he refused! The people were terrified. The king (Hezekiah) was terrified too and went 

into the temple to seek God’s help. When they heard this, the enemy leaders shouted out to mock 

God and laughed at the news that Hezekiah was praying. They thought that was useless. The other 



nations had prayed to their gods, but those gods had been beaten . The captain was convinced that 

their god would never help them. However, God heard Hezekiah’s prayers and showed his power. 

He was prepared to give the people a chance to prove that they really loved him and wanted to 

serve him. That very night 185 000 Assyrian soldiers died! The plague had struck their camp and 

Sennacherib had to rush away with his depleted army and leave Jerusalem in peace.  

But, as soon as everyone felt safe again, life went back to normal and God’s voice was ignored.  

Not too many years later, however, another king, Nebuchadnezzar sent up troops to attack the 

southern kingdom of Judah. This time things did not work out so well for Judah. (2 Chron 36) 

At first, the kings bargained. Nebuchadnezzar listened and, in exchange for more treasures and 

goods, appointed an under-kings or ‘puppet’ so they could pretend they were being ruled by their 

own kings. Actually Judah was under his power.. They pretty soon discovered that Nebuchadnezaar 

was hard to please. He kept on demanding more and more of them – more money, more service, 

more obedience. Instead of listening to the prophet Jeremiah’s advice, one of the kings decided that 

he would simply forget about his promise to obey and would no longer serve Nebuchadnezzar. The 

response was swift. Nebuchadnezzar sent his armies in and took over. 

The temple was stripped of everything valuable and was burnt. The walls of Jerusalem were broken 

down and the palaces looted and burnt. Thousands of people died – either killed in battle or killed as 

they tried to hide. Others were taken into captivity or Exile. 

One of the people who was marched off to Babylon was young Daniel who would have been about 

14 at the time.  He and his friends resolved to honour God, even in this foreign land. God blessed 

them and he and his friends became important people in the society of Babylon, even though they 

would not treat the king as a god. Of course they had some pretty horrid experiences as well – the 

fiery furnace and the lion’s den. But even though Daniel was already an old man when he was 

thrown into the lion’s den, he remained convinced that God was on the throne and that everybody 

(presidents and kings and nations) would eventually answer to him. Daniel never saw Jerusalem 

again, but he with other prophets like Jeremiah and Ezekiel ensured that the people did not forget 

God while they were in exile. 

And when the 70 years of punishment in exile were over, there were those who wanted to go back 

home – unlike the people of the North who had turned their backs on God. 

I wonder what you and I would have done. Would we have given up on God or would we have 

continued to bless and praise him even though our circumstances had changed so much? Don’t 

answer too quickly! If you just believe in God because of what we say here at Sunday School or 

because your Mum or Dad do, you wouldn’t stay focussed on him. The story of Daniel reminds us, 

over and over again, that he could be strong because he had a personal faith in God and trusted him 

with his life – whether it was to end or not.  Do you trust God enough to promise to be a Daniel? 

 

 


