
SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES: 5 November 2017:  

The Northern Kingdom forgets God (1 & 2 Kings) 

King David had always wanted to build a temple for God in his capital city, Jerusalem. He felt very 

uncomfortable that he had a palace built of cedar wood, while God’s Ark of the Covenant lived in a 

tent (2 Sam 7). But God did not give him permission to build a temple because David was a warrior 

king and had killed in battle. So David had to make do with buying the plot of land and collecting 

materials: stones and nails, cedar logs and bronze. 

When David was old and near to death, he instructed his heir, Solomon, to build a temple worthy of 

God.  Solomon set about building a most magnificent temple. It was destroyed later but the book of 

1 Kings tells us how much gold was used, how much cedar wood, etc.  We have descriptions of how 

it was dedicated: how they praised God and celebrated his house.   

But this wasn’t the only building that Solomon spent money on. His building projects lasted for 20 

years!  Yes, he honoured God by building the temple, but it becomes clear that he was also boasting 

about how wealthy he was. To pay for the materials he had to tax the people very heavily, and he 

introduced the idea of forced labour – every man had to work for him every third month.. I can’t 

believe God was pleased. 

The people certainly didn’t appreciate this. When Solomon was dead and his son, Rehoboam 

became king, their leaders came to him and begged him to reduce their tax load. Rehoboam was a 

silly man. He called in his wise men, who told him to listen to the people as this was a good way to 

keep the country united. Good advice – but not what Rehoboam wanted to hear. So Rehoboam 

called in his mates – other silly young men. They didn’t want the king to become poorer as they 

wanted to enjoy ‘the good life’ with him. They advised him rather to tax more heavily! And 

Rehoboam listened to them! 

The result? There was a revolution and the land of Israel was split. The bigger part in the North, 

which had suffered the most from Solomon’s demands, appointed its own King, Jeroboam. The 

smaller southern part stayed loyal to Rehoboam and called itself ‘Judah’ after the main tribe living 

there. This means the book of Kings gets quite confusing for, instead of one king ruling God’s people, 

there were two kings ruling over the two different parts. Often these two kingdoms of Israel in the 

north and Judah in the south fought each other – and that went on for over 200 years. 

In the Northern Kingdom, the people gradually forgot about God. They were influenced by the other 

people around them and began to worship their gods. The books of Kings tell us that the king after 

king served Ba’al and worshipped him. (e.g. 14;22; 22:53). This same sad fact is emphasised again 

and again in Chronicles too – the official records/ diary of the governments. 

But God did not give up on his people of the North. He sent messengers to remind them that he was 

God! One of the most important was Elijah. He had a pretty rough time because most people just 

ignored him and didn’t bother about his message. 

But there is that amazing story of how he took them on, in God’s name. Do you remember it? To 

wake the people up, God had stopped the rain and the dew. The people thought that Baal would 



help their crops to grow and prayed to him for help. Naturally nothing happened! Eventually Elijah 

arranged a competition to prove God’s power. The priests of Baal and Elijah would both build altars 

and then pray for the fire to come from heaven. If Baal answered that would prove his power; if God 

answered that would prove he was God. The priests of Baal prayed and sang and danced and begged 

for hours – but no fire came. When it was late in the day, Elijah got his turn. He built his altar, poured 

water over everything – wood, stone, sacrifice – so that there was even a moat of water round the 

altar. God responded in an amazing way to his single simple prayer for fire. Everything was burnt up 

– even the stone and the water!  No-one could deny that Elijah’s God was more powerful than Ba’al.. 

And once they had got rid of the prophets of Baal, the rains came. 

There were times when Elijah felt really alone because there were so few God-fearing people 

around, but God looked after him in lots of ways. There are stories of how God provided food and 

water in the drought, and how God protected him from the queen’s anger.  

He was followed by Elisha who was also given tremendous power – even to raise people from the 

dead! Yet the people didn’t really stop following their own gods. They forgot that they were in the 

land as a result of God’s promises to Abraham and they definitely forgot that they were there so that 

they could bless every family in the world. 

And so, the next stage of their history started. 

Invasion! Yes, the less the people listened to God, the less strong their country became. The other 

nations watched in interest. They wanted to grab land for their own people and to prove they were 

powerful. Eventually, the Assyrian king with the weird name of Tiglath-Pileser sent his armies to 

seize the country. For several years the northern kingdom managed to survive by paying him vast 

amounts of money each year. But eventually the people got sick of this and refused to pay.  

The response was quick. The Assyrians simply invaded and took over 27 000 people away to Assyria. 

The north was never a nation again. Even captivity didn’t make the northern people think of God. 

Instead they just began to worship the pagan gods of their conquerors.  And we don’t ever hear 

much about them again. They had made their choice: God was irrelevant. 

That sounds scary, doesn’t it! God never left them. He provided for them – day and night, seedtime 

and harvest. But God doesn’t force anyone to worship him. However, the less he is worshipped, the 

more muddled and complicated lives become. So In the end, God is shut out. 

What was true then is still true today. Your parents may make you come to Sunday School, but God 

doesn’t force you to be his child. He longs for you, but it is your decision. The old stories of this time 

show us the consequences of ignoring God: like the northern kingdom of Israel we shall disappear 

into the darkness. But if we become part of God’s kingdom, he promises he will always be there for 

us now. He also promises those who remember him a future life so wonderful that we can’t actually 

even begin to imagine it.  


