
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 

Sunday 21 January 2018: Meeting God through the Bible (2 Kings 22, 2 Chron 34) 

At the beginning of a new year when we are meeting new people at school it would be great to open 

the door of God’s house and say, “Guys, meet God!“  But, of course, it doesn’t work like that.   

Even Solomon, when he had built the most amazing House of God that has ever been built, realised 

that God wouldn’t actually live in the building. In fact he said (1 Kings 8:27): “But will God really live 

on earth? The heavens cannot contain you, God, much less this house that I have built.” 

So, if God is not here as a person whom we can meet, how can we ever get to know him? 

Perhaps we can work this out by thinking about how we learn to operate a new TV set or a drone or 

a radio-controlled car. We can muddle through and work it out. Guys tend to like to do that! But girls 

tend to grab the instructions.  

In the same way we might get to know God if we muddle through and experiment. But the best way 

to meet him is through his instruction manual: The Bible. 

God didn’t just drop the Bible from heaven from a drone dropping pamphlets. It actually took about 

1600 years for it to be written – that’s a lot of years. God was around for every one of those years, 

telling people what to write so we could get to see him as he really is. 

And the result is an amazing book. Oops no, the Bible is actually a collection of books – that’s what 

the word ’Bible’ means. In fact, it is two collections. If you look in your Bibles you will see the first 

collection is called the Old Testament. Who knows how many books are there? The second 

collection is the New Testament with 27 books.  And all these writings were collected together.  

God organised people to put together a mini-library so we could meet him in its pages.  

We discover that God is there  

On every occasion: It tells us about all kinds of things - weddings and funerals, victories and defeats, 

successes and failures, shipwrecks and building projects, school and play. God wanted us to know he 

could be met in all those circumstances, good as well as bad.  

In every place: It doesn’t matter where we are, we can meet God. That’s why God’s words were 

heard and probably written down in many different places – in palaces, prisons, on an island, in the 

desert, etc. 

For every person: God wanted us to know that anybody could meet him this way. So he organised 

that some parts were written by kings and princes. Therefore some bits were written by learned, 

clever people (including a doctor and a mayor). Other parts were written by ordinary people in 

tough jobs, like shepherds and fishermen. At least one part was written by a someone who was 

thought to be a cheat -a tax collector,  Oh, and by lots of other people in lots of different 



circumstances. In its pages we meet all kinds of people who knew God and some who didn’t, and we 

see how God was at work in their lives. 

In many lands: The Bible was first written in 4 languages – none of which you and I can read: 

Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek and Persian/old Iranian. But people from many different countries have 

been able to read it over many years. Thankfully, now people have translated it into modern 

languages – including English for us. 

We don’t know exactly how or when the OT came together. We know that when the writers started 

to write down what they knew about God, important things were generally written on scrolls and 

kept in sacred buildings like temples so that the priests (ministers) could read them to the people. 

Most people then weren’t taught to read! 

But at one time in history the collection got lost! God’s people had stopped bothering about God, 

and had begun to worship idols instead. Because they had lost the scroll, they lost any way of 

checking up on how they should be living. As a result nobody really knew how to behave properly. 

Instead they fought and murdered and stole and lied and … On some occasions people even killed 

their kings.  

At one stage this meant that a boy of 8, Josiah, became king. He decided to try to rule as God would 

want him to. But it wasn’t easy for no-one could remember much about God’s ways.  

However, when he turned 18, Josiah decided that at least he could repair God’s house. He called the 

high priest and told him to give all the offering money to the workmen so they could go ahead with 

the work. Imagine all the cleaning and repairing and sawing and building – it probably hadn’t been 

renovated since Solomon built it.  

Then something wonderful happened. One day as the workmen were busy, the chief priest, Hilkiah, 

saw something sticking up behind a broken bit of wall.  He yanked it out and discovered this was a 

scroll.    

As he looked at it, he realised that this scroll told them how to live in God’s ways. I imagine that he 

started to read it with great excitement. But the more he read, the more he discovered how much 

they were neglecting God. He decided that he better let the young king know, so he went to the 

king’s secretary and told him to read this scroll to the king. When the king heard God’s words, he 

was very upset and sad about how the people were living. He called them all together and made a 

solemn promise to God that they would obey him only. They had found God’s word, the Bible, and 

they now knew how to live. 

Today at DMC we remind ourselves that we are often quite like those people. We haven’t lost God’s 

word – there are plenty of Bibles around today – but often we forgot to obey it. Like the people in 

Josiah’s day today we are called together to promise to do better in future. We call today ‘Covenant 

Sunday’. First we ask God to forgive us for living without remembering him. Secondly, we ask him to 

help us to get to know him and to try to live the way he wants us to. 

 And one way to make sure we can do this is by deciding to get to know his instruction manual, the 

Bible. 



 


