
Sunday School Notes: 6 May 2018 “I am the true vine” (John 15:1) 

When the Jewish people were wandering in the wilderness, they longed to be settled in the 

Promised Land. If you had asked them to describe what they wanted there, the Bible hints that they 

would very possibly have described a life in which there was a grapevine. They pictured themselves 

sitting under their own leafy, productive vine, surrounded by their children and grandchildren. This 

word picture tells us they were keen to live in one place long enough for the vine to grow big – and 

vines grow slowly. What a contrast with life in the wilderness where they lived in tents or roughly-

built temporary shelters. If they could only have that home with its grape vine, they thought, they 

would be happy.    

How excited they must have been when their spies went to check out the Promised Land and came 

back with a bunch of grapes so big that two people had to carry it on a pole (Numbers 13:23). They 

realised that the land they were heading for was amazing. But then they started to panic! Someone 

started the rumour that the people in that land were incredibly big and strong. Soon everyone was 

scared and forgot to trust God. So, instead of harvesting their own grapes and sitting peacefully 

under the vines, they wandered in the wilderness for another 40 years before they got their own 

land in which to plant vines! 

But even when God gave them the land, they didn’t respect God as they should have. At this time 

God used a picture of a vine to let his people know that he was angry with them (Isaiah 5:1-2, etc).  

Speaking through his prophets, God complained that he had chosen, planted and cared for a 

beautiful vine, but that it wasn’t growing properly. Despite the fact that he had chosen a quality 

plant and despite all the care he had given it, it was bearing only wild grapes – not the good grapes 

God had planned. The people God had chosen were not living as he longed for them to do and so 

God warned that he would uproot them just as a farmer would uproot a rotten vine.  

God’s people knew all these warning verses because they heard them read in the synagogues. But 

they didn’t know how to set about getting things right. Even when they tried to obey God’s laws 

they messed up. They were just like us. 

Then Jesus drew a word picture for his disciples which gave hope. He described himself as the true 

vine and God as the vine-grower. He explained that his followers were the branches. Just as 

branches can only flourish and bear fruit if they are connected to the main plant, so the only way for 

anyone to develop is by being connected to him. If they allowed his love to flow through them like 

the sap running through a grapevine, they would experience his strength and would grow properly in 

God’s ways. 

These words are for us too. It isn’t enough just to think you are a special grape because you come to 

Sunday School! To ripen and grow properly as God’s person, you have to be connected to Jesus. We 

are like dead wood if we cut ourselves off from him.  In other words, Jesus was saying: ‘Stay 

connected’; ‘Make sure you are hooked in to me’. Then you will move in time with him, no matter 

how the wind blows in life. You will not become firewood.  

Let us have a picture in our minds as we travel through this week: we are branches of the true vine, 

growing to bear good fruit for God.  


