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Small Group Discussion 

Welcome 
What's the most spectacular garment 
you've been clothed in? 

Worship 
Open in prayer acknowledging all the 
ways that God is King.  
 
Read Psalm 93 and sing if so led.  
 
If anyone attended an Ascension Day 
service (at DMC or elsewhere) describe 
how God spoke to you.  

Word 
Read Luke 24:44-53 
How do you imagine the scene as 
described by Luke? Luke describes the 
same scene differently in Acts 1:9-11, 
what details does he add?  
 
To understand what is going on read 
Daniel 7:13-14 ("What Daniel envisioned 
from above, therefore, Luke is now able 
to chronicle from below"1). The repeated 
claim in the New Testament is that Jesus 
is seated at the right hand of God (c.f. Ps. 
110).   
 
A child learns that Jesus was "taken up 
into heaven" and asks you: "what is 
heaven, where is heaven"? How do you 
answer? Copied below is way of thinking 
about heaven from Tom Wright. Perhaps 

                                       
1 Farrow, D. (1999). Ascension and ecclesia: on the 
significance of the doctrine of the Ascension for ecclesiology 
and Christian cosmology (p. 25). Edinburgh: T&T Clark. 

it is a bit complex for a child – but maybe 
you can simplify it? 
 
In your answer you tell the the child that 
Jesus is now King, ruling at God's right 
hand. She answers, "but then why do 
people hurt one another and creation, 
why doesn't Jesus stop them? How do 
you answer? 
 
In your answer above you might have 
mentioned that we who obey Jesus as 
Lord are His witnesses (Luke 24:48). 
Through our witness the world discovers 
that Jesus is king and learns to obey him. 
 
Jesus says that the disciples will be 
"clothed with power from on high" (:49). 
That promise is also for "for all who are 
far away, everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to him" (Ac. 2:39) and thus for 
us as well. What would it mean to be 
clothed with a heavenly power"?  

Work 
Consider visiting the El-Shaddai prayer 
"10 days of prayer" room (DMC's day is 
Wed 16 May but you are welcome to 
attend on any day). 
 
Pray for the combined Pentecost service 
that as we gather "together in one place" 
(Ac. 2:1) we would open ourselves to 
"power from on high" (Lk. 24:49) 
 
Allow Luke 11:9-13 to guide your prayers 
for one another.  
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Note on Heaven and Earth from Tom 
Wright: 
 
Basically, heaven and earth, in biblical 
cosmology, are not two different locations 
within the same continuum of space or 
matter. They are two different dimensions 
of God’s good creation. And the point 
about heaven is twofold. First, heaven 
relates to earth tangentially, so that the 
one who is in heaven can be present 
simultaneously anywhere and 
everywhere on earth: the ascension 
therefore means that Jesus is available, 
accessible, without people having to 
travel to a particular spot on the earth to 
find him. Second, heaven is as it were the 
control room for earth; it is the CEO’s 
office, the place from which instructions 
are given. ‘All authority is given to me,’ 
said Jesus at the end of Matthew’s 
gospel, ‘in heaven and on earth.2 
 
 
 

                                       
2 Wright, T. (2007). Surprised by Hope (p. 122). London: 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 


