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Small Group Discussion 

Welcome 
Who has been a mentor to you? 

Worship 
Read Hannah's song as a prayer of 
praise (1 Samuel 2:1-10). 

Word 
Read Samuel 3:1-10 
Ask one person in the group to retell, in 
their own words, the story of Hannah's 
desperate prayer for a child (Samuel 1). 
 
What do you think of Hannah dedicating 
her child to the Lord (1 Samuel 2:21-28)? 
What difference would it make if parents 
saw the act of infant baptism in the same 
way (an offering of the child to God for 
God's glory)? 
 
Ask one person in the group to describe 
the conduct of Eli's sons, Hophni and 
Phinehas (1 Samuel 2:27ff).  
 
Given the corrupt state of the priesthood 
it isn't surprising that "In those days the 
word of the Lord was rare; there were not 
many visions"(1 Samuel 3:1). But Samuel 
heard God speak. Why do you think this 
was? 
 
At Pentecost we read God's "I will pour 
out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men 
will see visions, your old men will dream 
dreams (Act 2:17, Joel 2:28). That means 
we too, through the Spirit, can "know the 

Lord" and learn to discern His voice. How 
have you grown in hearing the Lord? 
 
We might see Eli as an incompetent 
priest (he mistook Hannah's passionate 
prayer for drunkenness) and a poor 
parent (his failed to restrain his sons from 
abusing the priesthood). But without him 
Samuel wouldn’t have known the Lord 
was speaking. What do you make of Eli? 
 
Perhaps Eli was not the model mentor but 
he knew enough give this instruction: "if 
he calls you, say, Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening". What does this teach 
us about the basic requirements for 
hearing God?  

Work 
At DMC we'd like all our leaders to have 
someone with whom they confer for 
guidance, encouragement and 
accountability. Pray that would rightly 
discern the way forward.  
 
Do you believe you would benefit from a 
"mentor"- someone who'd help you follow 
Jesus more closely? If so ask the group 
to pray with you to find such a person. 
 
Is "a mentoring frienship" something the 
Spirit is leading you to? Ask the group to 
pray with you that you may be equiped for 
this task.  
 
Consider committing to a time of silence 
this month where you can say "Speak 
Lord, your servant is listening". 


