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Small Group Discussion 

Welcome 
In what area of life your life do you feel 
"entrapped"? 

Worship 
Invite group members to give testimony 
about how they have experienced God's 
grace over the past week. 
 
See if, together, you can find a Psalm that 
expresses their gratitude (ask the Spirit to 
guide you). Pray the psalm together.  

Word 
Read 1 Samuel 8:4-20 
What did kind of things did Samuel say a 
king would do? What would be the result 
of these actions for the people (see 
8:17b).  
 
Samuel's dire warnings did not matter to 
the people. What drove their desire for a 
king? (See 1 Sam. 8:19-20).  
 
What fears and hungers drive us, today, 
away from the Kingship of Christ? Do we 
see in ourselves aspects of the "human 
condition" displayed by the people in 
Samuel's day? 
 
The story invites us to reflect on how 
power is wielded in the nation, society 
and the Church. Whether it is the 
renaming of the airport or the debate 
about land, or the debacle concerning the 
Cape Town Mayor we see a wrestling for 
power. Some of us see power struggles 

in the work place too. What do the you 
most fear w.r.t. these power struggles? 
(Difficult questions may be raised in the 
discussion. The idea here is not to solve 
these problems but simply to bring fears, 
hopes and struggles to the surface that 
we may "expose them to the light" and 
pray through them, trusting in God's 
sovereign power). 
 
The main critique of kingship is that it 
enslaves people (8:17). How did King 
Jesus wield power?  
 
What power do we have? How can we 
use this power for God's glory? 

Work 
Pray for our nation – especially around 
the concerns raised in the your 
discussion.  
 
Pray for Alpha – those training as 
volunteers, those doing the training and 
those who will be invited (We pray for 
DMC's efforts but also for all the different 
churches who are partnering in this 
ministry).  
 
Who do you know who might benefit from 
attending Alpha? Pray together for 
wisdom to know who to invite, when to 
give the invitation and how offer it. Trust 
the Holy Spirit to lead you in this.  
 
God allowed the people to choose a king 
and thus to suffer the consequences. 
Choices matter. Is anyone facing a 
difficult decision? If so invite the group to 
a time of fasting and prayer for wisdom.  


