
Sunday School Notes 27 January: A loving friend (John 2:1-11) 
 
We have heard two stories about when Jesus was growing up. We have learnt: 

 That he and his parents were poor people; 

  that he and his parents were refugees who had to learn how to live in a strange 
country; 

 That Jesus was obedient and respected his parents; 

 That, like us, Mary and Joseph didn’t really understand everything about Jesus. 
 
When Jesus was a young man he stayed quietly in Nazareth for about 20 years, waiting for 
the time when God gave him the signal that it was the right time to act! That’s a long wait! 
We don’t know why God waited so long, but the Bible assures us that God’s timing is 
perfect. 
 
When the time came, Jesus’ first miracle showed that he really cared about people. It 
happened at a wedding in the country town of Cana and the miracle helped to make the 
wedding a happy one. 
 
Weddings are always special. At that time they were celebrated over many days – with the 
whole village joining in the dancing and feasting and ceremonies. Everyone who lived 
nearby could just arrive. This meant that it was very difficult to know how much food and 
drink to provide.  Imagine how embarrassed everyone would be if supplies ran out and for 
the last couple of days there was nothing to eat or drink. 
 
But that is what happened at this wedding! The wine ran out! (People then drank 
homemade wine made their own from their grapes. There wasn’t always a good water 
supply.) Maybe the bride or groom was related to Jesus and Mary, because Mary seems to 
have been in the know. She was very bothered so she asked Jesus if he would fix things! I 
wonder what she meant – did she know he could do miracles or was she expecting some 
other wise action? 
 
Because of translation problems, Jesus’ answer is not easy to understand. But it seems as 
though he was saying: “Don’t panic! But don’t push me – I have to work according to God’s 
instruction, not to respond to panic.” He wasn’t rude and Mary wasn’t offended; she knew 
Jesus would help and whispered to the servants that they must do whatever he said.  
 
However, the servants must have thought he was crazy when he told them to fill 6 huge jars 
with water from the well. Imagine the scene – no hosepipes, just big jugs to carry 6 x 100 
litres of water from the well! Can you picture the servants all rushing back and forward, 
spilling and wondering what on earth was going on? Yet, there must have been something 
about Jesus’ personality that made them obey him. 
 
When the jars were full, Jesus told them to take a glassful to the master of ceremonies – the 
man in charge of the wedding. I imagine the servant who did so feeling rather stupid and 
anxious. How could he/she take a cup of water instead of wine! But Jesus quietly 
encouraged him and he took the cup of ‘water’ to be tasted. (Maybe the other servants 
stood giggling at the back!) 



 
To the servants’ surprise – very few others knew what was going on – the person in charge 
tasted wine! And excellent wine at that!  The problem was solved. Jesus had cared about 
the happiness of that anonymous couple.  
 
And he cares about our happiness too. He cared about the small details then; he cares about 
our small details too. He wants to make a difference in our lives, but there needs to be trust 
and obedience. 
 
 
  


