
Sunday School Notes: Luke 4:31 - 44 Jesus has authority! 
 
After the wedding at Cana Jesus knew it was God’s time for him to begin his work of 
showing people what God is like. Over the years, they had got it all wrong. They thought 
God was only interested in Jewish people but they thought that he would only love them if 
they were good and when they suffered they thought God had forgotten about them.  
 
So Jesus gathered a group of 12 friends, his disciples and went from town to town, village to 
village to deliver this message 
 
To deliver a message, one has to speak. This best place to do so was on the Sabbath in the 
church which they called a synagogues. Different people spoke each Sabbath day. But the 
difference was that when Jesus taught, the people couldn’t stop listening. He didn’t just 
teach like the other leaders. Their lessons went like this: 
 
The scholar( A) thinks this passage means this …; but teacher (B) disagrees and says that he 
thinks it means …. But later the great leader (C) suggested it might mean … 
 
But when Jesus started to teach, he said: This is what God is saying. And it made sense to 
everyone who was listening. They began to understand what God is like. 
 
But that wasn’t the only way Jesus delivered God’s message; he also showed what God was 
like through his actions. He showed that God is powerful and that he uses his power to care 
for everyone, especially those who are suffering. 
 
One day as he was teaching in the synagogue, a man jumped up and began to make a lot of 
noise. Now that sometimes happens in class, when someone talks or laughs when the 
teacher is explaining something and we struggle to hear. This was much worse than that. 
The man went wild! He screamed! Maybe he even jumped up and down as he screamed! 
The whole lesson was interrupted. And what made it worse was that he was shouting out 
that Jesus must leave him alone… But Jesus wasn’t touching him! It was the words that 
Jesus was speaking which made him feel so uncomfortable.  
 
The people of those days believed he had an evil spirit in him; we would probably say that 
he was a huge mental problem and we would try to find what was wrong with his mind that 
he acted that way. In those days the only cure was a plant which was so poisonous that 
people were scared to dig it up. And they did all kinds of things to avoid touching it eg 
tethering a dog to that spot and leaving it to howl and dig there until the plant was 
uprooted by its struggles (They didn’t care that the dog died). 
 
But Jesus didn’t need any medication. He just spoke quietly: “Stop it! Be silent! Evil spirit, 
leave the man alone. Come out.” 
 
And the evil did. It threw the man on the ground and then suddenly he was cured and 
behaving like everyone else. The people could see in his eyes that he was better. “Wow!” 
They couldn’t believe what they had seen. They couldn’t wait to get home to tell others 
about this man who had the power to do this. They didn’t yet realise he was God. 



 
More healing happened that afternoon. Simon Peter who was one of Jesus’ followers had a 
house nearby. He lived there with his wife and her mother. Her mother was really sick with 
a fever– she couldn’t even get out of bed to meet the visitors because she had such a high 
temperature. In the same quiet manner, Jesus healed her. Immediately she was well enough 
to get up and, gratefully serve them lunch! 
 
Guess what happened next! Yes, the news that Jesus could make people better went round 
faster than a bullet train! By evening everyone had heard this – and they all wanted their 
friend or family member to be healed. (They reacted as soon as the Sabbath ended. The law 
did not allow them to carry anyone or anything on the Sabbath day.) That evening, Peter’s 
home next to the lake was surrounded by sick people all begging Jesus to make them better. 
And Jesus did. He was so sorry for them that he stayed up all night to touch them and heal 
them. Only when the sky began to get light did he move off – and even then the crowd 
followed him. But he had to remind them that he wasn’t just there for them, but for 
everyone who was suffering. 
 
We can’t take people to Jesus now so why is this story there in the Bible. Just to make us 
envious? No! 
 
Nowadays God has allowed people to learn about medicine so they are doing some of the 
work Jesus did. However, the best doctors know that sometimes they can do all they can, 
but they need God’s help and so they pray that God will do what is best.  
 
God tells us to pray about sickness too. So even though we can’t take sick people to Jesus, 
we can pray for them and ask him to do what is best for them. He may heal; he may not – 
but we know that whatever he does is just right, because we know that he cares. That’s the 
message that Jesus brought to us. 
  
 
 


