
Sunday School Notes 10 February: “Over-the-top-care” Luke 5:1-11. 
 
John 10: 10: I came that they may have life and have it more abundantly. 
 
Jesus came to live among us to show us what God was really like. Over the centuries, the 
Jews had a built up a wrong picture of God. They had begun to think of him as a very 
powerful but rather grumpy God, demanding obedience and punishing those who did 
anything wrong. Jesus wanted to show them that they had got it wrong. The truth was very 
different. 
 
In his preaching Jesus set out to prove that he knew God; he spoke “with authority” about 
him and his ways. In his healing, Jesus showed that he was filled with his Father’s power. 
Today’s event tells us that God wants to bless us with ‘over-the-top’ joy. 
 
Imagine the scene. Simon Peter was a fisherman and it seems his house was probably very 
near the edge of what was known as the ‘Sea’ of Galilee although it was actually a lake, 
which is why it is also called Lake Gennesaret/Lake Tiberias. 
 
This lake was a wonderful place to fish. It was full of shoals and lots of people provided for 
their families in this way. (Josephus, the Roman historian of the time, tells us that one town 
alone had 240 fishing boats on the lake!)  
 
But this night Simon Peter and his couple of crew members had fished all night and caught 
nothing. They must have been tired and irritated. Before they could go home to rest, 
however, they had to wash out their nets ready for the next fishing expedition.    
 
As they worked, a crowd began to gather nearby. Peter and his crew soon realised why: 
Jesus was teaching and everybody was crowding round on the steep banks of the lake to 
hear what he had to say. The crowd grew and grew, with everyone trying to get closer and 
closer to Jesus so they could see anything special he was going to do. They crowded Jesus so 
much, that he was in danger of being pushed into the water! 
 
Jesus needed a rock to stand on. But there wasn’t one. Then, as Jesus glanced over his 
shoulder, he saw Peter’s boat in the water and decided that he would ask Peter for help. He 
organised that Peter would let him use the boat as a pulpit or dais. Peter manoeuvred the 
boat a couple of metres off the shore. Then Jesus could stand safely in the boat without 
getting wet, and everyone could see and hear him.  
 
Jesus probably could see there were no fish drying in the sun at Peter’s dock. So when he 
had finished teaching, he said to Peter: “Let’s go out into deeper water so you can fish.”  
 
“Oh, Jesus”, said Peter “we’ve been fishing all night but caught nothing!” Then perhaps, he 
noticed the look in Jesus’ eye, so he called his crew and told them they were going out 
again. I can imagine the crew (probably just 2 or 3 others, including Andrew, Peter’s 
brother) grumbling. To fish in the bright light of day was stupid, especially if the fish hadn’t 
bitten during the darker hours. But Peter was the boss. If he said “Come”, they would have 
to obey. 



 
Perhaps the mood in the boat wasn’t very positive, but they went. At a certain spot, Jesus 
told them to stop rowing. The crew would have looked at Peter for confirmation – after all 
he was the boss, not this carpenter. What could a carpenter know about good places to fish! 
Peter made it clear they must obey Jesus. 
 
So they tossed their nets over board and immediately, the nets were full of fish – so full that 
the nets showed signs of breaking and the crew had to shout for help. Their partners came 
out and together the two crews hauled the nets in, filling both boats with the catch. The 
boats were so laden, they nearly sank! The crew and their partners (James and John) 
couldn’t believe it. I reckon they went back to shore, bubbling over with joy. 
 
So once again, just as at the wedding, Jesus had supplied more than they had expected! 
That is the best news about God. He doesn’t give us just what we need, he always provides 
more if we listen to him and obey him. The Jewish people had got the message wrong. They 
thought they must obey to keep God happy. Actually God wanted them to obey so that he 
could keep them happy!!! 
 
Peter was shaking at the knees when he saw what had happened. In fact, he was terrified of 
the power he had seen. He knew that if he obeyed this power, it would turn his life upside 
down. His first reaction was to ask Jesus to go away. Peter knew he wasn’t brave enough for 
this adventure. But Jesus knew that Peter was just the person he needed and promised him 
that he would be part of God’s great plan – to catch people for God!  
 
And, although we know Peter wasn’t the bravest disciple (Remember how he betrayed Jesus 
at the end, instead of admitting he knew him.), he was used by God. He was brave enough 
to preach the first sermon after the resurrection and to encourage people to stand up for 
Jesus. Peter was no longer afraid of anything because he was filled with Christ’s power. His 
life became more worthwhile than he had ever dreamt. 
 
 
 
 
 
  


