
Sunday School Notes 10 March 2019: A tough road ahead (Luke 9:28-36) 
 
Despite all the wonderful things Jesus was doing and saying, opposition was growing. The 
ordinary people loved him and flocked to hear him, but the leaders were getting more and 
more angry, and more and more worried. 
 
They were angry because the God Jesus was talking about seemed so different from the 
God who they knew. All the talk about God’s love annoyed them. And the suggestion that 
even though they spent every day trying to obey the religious laws they somehow weren’t 
really godly infuriated them. They knew that they had to silence Jesus otherwise they were 
going to be swept aside by the people who were excited by Jesus’ miracles and teaching. 
 
Jesus knew this was happening. He knew that they wanted to kill him. The temptation must 
have been there for him to stay out of sight, preaching and teaching less. He must have 
been tempted to hide away in the countryside and to send his disciples back to their jobs. 
Imagine living with the knowledge of how your life is going to end! Everyone knew how 
terrible it was to die on a cross. Imagine living with the knowledge that that pain lay ahead. 
 
His Father in Heaven knew what Jesus was going through – and so he organised something 
special to encourage him. 
 
The gospels tell us that Jesus often went off into lonely places to pray, and one day he 
invited three disciples (Peter, James and John) to go up the mountain to pray with him. They 
were fishermen and weren’t much used to climbing so when they got to the top, they were 
really tired – so tired they dozed off, instead of praying.  
 
Suddenly, however, they became aware of a bright light. While he had been praying, Jesus 
had been changed – he no longer looked the same. His face shone like lightning and his 
clothes were dazzling bright. As they looked they saw that there were now 6 men on that 
mountain top – not just 4! Amazingly they somehow just knew that the two new-comers 
were Moses and Elijah, great men of God who had been dead for hundreds of years. How 
they knew this in those days before photographs, we just don’t know but they did. Moses 
and Elijah were encouraging Jesus – they had suffered much for God in their day, and they 
knew that it was important to help others keep going.  
 
Peter, typically, felt he had to say something. It was such a special moment he wanted to 
capture it – forgetting about anyone else. He proposed that they make a place for Jesus, 
Moses and Elijah to stay there on the mountain for ever. But as he made this suggestion he 
was suddenly totally aware of God’s presence. It was like a cloud that came over them – and 
they were terrified. So much so that Peter fell silent.  God announced to them that Jesus 
was his Son and that they must listen to him. 
 
When the disciples looked up, it was all over. Everything was back to normal. But in a sense 
everything was changed: 

 The disciples knew beyond the shadow of a doubt that Jesus was the Messiah; 

 The disciples had seen the “power and the glory” and this gave them courage to 
become the apostles after the resurrection – all 3 suffered for their faith. James was 



the first to be killed because he was a Christian; Peter, we believe, was later crucified 
in Rome and John was put in solitary confinement on the island of Patmos for many 
months. 

 And perhaps Jesus was “changed” too. He was strengthened for all that lay ahead – 
we read in verse 51 that “he set his face to go to Jerusalem”.  

 Perhaps we can be changed too. We haven’t seen anything like this. But when we 
read about it, we realise that the closing words in the Lord’s Prayer “Yours is the 
power, and the glory for ever and ever.” aren’t just words! Jesus was reminding us 
that God really does have power and glory. And we can trust him for everything. But 
we have to listen to him, as God instructed. 


