
Sunday School Notes 12 May 2019: And Then? (Revelations 2 – 5) 
 
Last week we started to look at the last book in the Bible – the book of Revelation. This book 
records the visions which God sent to comfort John who had been imprisoned – all by 
himself – on Patmos. As he prayed – probably for all those whom he knew - God gave him a 
very special vision. It was like a montage, made up of many images from the Old Testament, 
all put together differently. That’s why this vision is not always easy to understand.    
 
We saw that the first reminder to John was that God is a great and powerful king. But the 
vision also showed him that God was caring for his people. God was standing right in the 
middle of 7 candlesticks shining in the darkness; God was carrying the 7 churches like stars 
in his hand and God was saying: “Do not be afraid.” 
 
That was as far as we got, but the vision didn’t stop there.  
 
The next part of the vision reminded John that God knew all about those people. God 
dictated 7 letters, one for each group. God knew exactly how to talk to each group, praising 
them for what they did well, pointing out what their faults were and promising them a 
future, despite their circumstances. These weren’t just ‘copy and paste’. The tiny details in 
them show that God really knew all about them. Here are a couple of examples:  
 

Laodicea was famous for making an very special eye-ointment. And in his letter to 
the church-group there God promises them the ability to see things clearly!  
 
Pergamum was the site of a famous theatre where the entrance ticket was a white 
stone. So God talks of giving his people a ‘white stone’ to get in to his kingdom. 

 
The people needed these promises more than anything. They lived each day, terrified about 
being arrested, imprisoned or killed – but God told them that their real future was safe 
with him. Nothing people could do to them would be permanent. And so the next part of 
the vision was a picture of the future. 
 
Now we are often told that when we die we will go to heaven. But maybe that isn’t helpful 
as we don’t know what heaven looks like. The cartoonists like to suggest that we are going 
be dressed in white and that we are going to float around on little fluffy clouds playing our 
harps. Rubbish!  
 
In the next part of his vision, John got to peep behind a big door (4:1). He was invited to see 
what heaven was like. Of course, this just gives us clues – no human mind can really 
understand all about heaven.  
 
The central image is that God is on his throne. Heaven is where God is king.  
 
Look at the description of the throne. John saw it as incredibly beautiful. He uses the names 
of precious stones, all shining in the light – shining so much that there is a rainbow of light 
round the throne. So we learn that heaven is far more beautiful than anything we can see 
on earth.  It is full of light and beauty.  



God’s power is still seen, even in the beauty. There is thunder and lightning coming from tha 
throne: the strength and beauty of a thunderstorm. 
 
Then John was shown that heaven isn’t only for those who have lived perfect lives. God 
invites all who believe in him, even though they have let him down.  The 24 elders in front of 
the throne represent the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles. If you read your Bible, you 
will discover that Jacob’s family members were not the nicest (remember how they sold 
their brother!!!) and the disciples also failed (remember how they ran away!!!). But God 
looks at the heart – he knows what we want to be and there is place in heaven for all who 
love him. 
 
Heaven is also a place where everything recognises that God is King. John imagined 4 weird 
creatures, representing the four created groups: wild animals, tame animals, human beings 
and the birds. The whole of creation realises that they owe God everything because he 
created everything! And they join the elders in praising him. 
 
And there in the picture is a vision of a Lamb which had been killed. That’s how we get to 
heaven. Jesus’ great love in dying for his world is honoured and recognised.  
 
So no-one need be afraid of the future. One day we shall be with God, even if we have let 
him down at times. And then we shall see in a new way his power and we shall see real 
beauty.  Everything we see and hear which makes us glad on earth is just a clue of how 
wonderful heaven will be. When we get there we shall be ‘turned on’ to praise and praise. 
 
Let’s thank God for this comforting picture of what is on the other side of trouble and death 
for God’s children. It cheered John and the churches and it is meant to cheer us on too. 
 


