
Sunday School Notes: 26 May 2019 Coping in a world where evil seems to be in charge! 
(Revelation 6 and 7) 
 
Sometimes we hear news or we see something which makes us sad. We wonder why God 
doesn’t just fix things.  
 
It is difficult to answer this because there is a great deal we don’t understand. We aren’t all 
wise! The Bible doesn’t explain why evil happens or where it comes from; it just presents it 
as a fact – something we have to deal with. 
 
And it was something the people in the 7 churches had to deal with on a daily basis. Their 
lives were tough. Becoming a Christian meant that you had to be ready to suffer. And God 
knew that. And so he decided to put evil into perspective in the visions he sent John – 
remember John was to write all these visions down and send a letter to the churches to 
comfort them as well. 
 
So, before God even raises the issue of evil, he paints an incredible strong picture of his 
power and might and glory and love for his creation. If we imagine that picture painted in 
gold, the question of evil appears like a black smudge along the bottom edge of the picture. 
It doesn’t take away the gold glowing colours; it just spoils a perfect picture. 
 
God will deal with that smudge in the future. Why he is taking so long we don’t know. But 
Jesus suggested a picture which helps us to understand a bit. He spoke about the fact that 
God allows the poisonous weeds (tares) to grow alongside the wheat (Matt 13:27-30). If you 
have ever had to weed a garden, you will know that it is more sensible to let the weeds 
grow to a reasonable size before pulling them out – rather than trying to yank them our 
when they are just appearing – that way you can avoid pulling out wanted seeds by mistake! 
Perhaps that picture helps us to understand God’s delay. When the right time comes God 
will act. 
 
Meanwhile we are reminded that God is there, in the midst of all the evil. (Remember these 
are pictures so that John and the churches [and we] can understand – perhaps a bit like a 
scientist explaining ‘electricity’ to a 4-year old.)  
 
In his previous vision John had seen Jesus as the slaughtered Lamb of God, one who had 
suffered from the evil of the world – envy, pride, hatred, etc. But John knew that Jesus has 
broken evil’s grip on humanity by rising again and he is able to dominate evil. Jesus alone is 
able to break the seals on the scroll.  
 
This means that, although evil rushes around (John sees an image of riders on four different 
colour horses rushing out), the power of that evil is limited. Yes there will be domination 
and conquering (represented by a white horse). Yes, there will be warfare and killing (the 
red horse). Yes, there will be the evil of hunger and famine among the poorest while the 
wealthy gather things for themselves and ignore the needs of others (black horse) and yes, 
there will be death (a light green horse). But Jesus is not overwhelmed by these 
phenomena.  
 



When the fifth seal is broken John sees that, although we may be unpopular and even 
persecuted because we love Jesus, even the evil of persecution falls under Jesus’ power. 
God gathers up those who die for love of him and keeps them secure in his presence.  
 
So: when things seem so terrible that we ask the question: “Who can cope with this evil?”, 
the answer is that we can because Jesus is in the middle of all things with us. We can 
acknowledge the presence of evil without being afraid of it. Evil is bracketed off by God. Its 
sphere of influence is limited by God’s power and glory.  
 
And as Chapter 7 shows us, we can sing and praise, knowing that God will wipe the tears 
from our eyes (7:15). He promises that he will walk beside us even through “the valley of 
the shadow of death”.  That’s why we can say the last words of the Lord’s prayer so 
confidently: “Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever”.  
 
And never forget that one day, as John’s visions re-assure us, God will deal with evil finally 
and remove it for ever. 
 
Hallelujah! 
 
 
Plan for 2nd June: heaven and Moses 
9 June: knit  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


