
 

Sunday School Notes: 5 May 2019 The Lord of Glory (Revelations 1) 
 
Last week we heard how scared the disciples were after Jesus was captured and put to 
death- so scared they locked themselves in a room so no soldiers would find them. We 
noted that one of the most important proofs that Jesus rose again was the fact that they 
changed. Within a few weeks they were on the move, talking about Jesus wherever they 
went. They knew Jesus was alive! 
 
We don’t know where they all went. The book of Acts tells us a little bit; other writings tell 
us a few details eg there are legends that Thomas went to India and that Joseph of 
Arimathea (the secret disciple who put Jesus body in the tomb) went to England. We don’t 
know for sure. 
 
But we do know something about the youngest disciple, John.  His brother, James, was the 
first of the disciples to die because he followed Jesus (Acts 12:2). But even that didn’t stop 
John. He lived and preached for many years, writing down the story of the good news in the 
book we call John. Eventually he became the bishop or leader or minister of 7 churches in 
present day Turkey.  
 
John and the people in his churches didn’t have an easy time. We mustn’t think of grand 
churches and important members. The first century Christians were generally poor folk 
(many of them slaves). They were often hounded out of their homes, because they followed 
Jesus. Even their name Christian was meant to mock them, not to describe them. The 
Roman Emperor (Domitian) hated Christians and made their lives difficult. He wanted the 
people to pray to him and of course the Christians refused to do this. To try to stop the 
growth of the church, the authorities arrested John – and made him a prisoner on a small 
rocky island.  
 
It must have been very frustrating. John was used to travelling, sharing and teaching. And 
here he was dumped on an island where he was probably the only prisoner and where he 
got no news whatsoever – didn’t see anybody except the guards. He probably spent a good 
deal of time wondering how things were going in his churches. I imagine him wondering 
about how old Mr … was and that teenager ... and whether … had had the baby yet and 
whether … had got back safely from the journey and whether … had also been arrested. And 
he had no way of knowing anything.  
 
However, the last book of the Bible begins by telling us that, even though he was on the 
island by himself, on the Lord’s day (Sunday) he spent time praying and worshipping. I am 
sure he prayed for the people he knew and for his guards and for strength. He was an old 
man by now and had probably been beaten – he certainly had a rough existence there. I 
suspect that he may have been chatting to God in prayer, asking: “Why are things so tough? 
You are God. Why is your church so poor, so troubled? The Old Testament talks about you 
as a powerful, conquering God – why do we seem to see only tough times.” 
 
And suddenly he heard a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write down what you see and 
send the book to the 7 churches.” Now remember he was alone on the island – probably all 



he could see was sea and rocks and some wild grasses. So he got a shock when he heard the 
voice and turned round to see who was there. And he discovered that God was responding 
to his cries and doing something special for him – and for the people in the churches who 
were missing him. 
 
God was giving him what we call a vision – not quite a dream because he was awake. But 
these were mind-pictures bringing special messages from God. It was full of pictures, 
symbols, and clues. And that is why the book of Revelations is not always easy to 
understand. It is like a great big modern art painting which is trying to get a message across 
to us.  
 
The first things John saw were seven golden lampstands. Later John was told that each lamp 
represented one of the seven churches which he cared for. They were like lights in the dark 
and cruel world of that day. He had just been praying for them and asking Jesus to be with 
them to keep their light shining.  
 
And here was his answer: Standing in the middle of the group of lampstands was a most 
amazing figure – and John knew immediately that this was Jesus who was caring for the 
people in those churches! 
 
He noticed a lot of detail too. Over the years he had read the word of God, the Old 
Testament so often that his mind was full of word-pictures and he realised that this vision 
was almost a summary of all these ideas about Jesus, the Son of God who became a man. 

1. He noticed that Jesus was wearing a long robe – the kind of thing a prophet or a 
priest wore when they were representing the people before God.  And that 
reminded him that Jesus was a bridge between people and the holy God.  

2. He saw that Jesus had a golden sash across his chest. That seemed like a sign of 
royalty – although the Romans were powerful, they weren’t more powerful than 
Jesus – he stood out greater and more royal than any emperor! 

3. Then he noticed that Jesus’ head (his hair) was as white as snow. Snow is whiter than 
anything else, and John remembered the Bible verses which promised that our sins 
would be forgiven and would be washed like away so we would be as clean as 
“snow” (Isa 1:18). Jesus was the perfect one, the only one who never sinned and one 
day, because of him, we will be perfect too.  

4. The next thing John noticed was that Jesus’ eyes were like “a flame of fire”. They 
seemed to burn into him, reminding him that Jesus able to see right into us and that 
he knew what was right! Jesus wasn’t a weak prisoner any longer; he was strong 
enough to defend his people against evil.  

5. When John looked at Jesus’ feet, he saw that they were strong and solid. John 
remembered how long ago a man called Daniel (yes, the lions’ den man!) had also 
had a vision-picture of a person, but there the man’s feet had been made of a clay 
mixture. So which would last longer: Clay or bronze? Yes, Daniel’s ‘man’ had come 
tumbling down because his clay feet weren’t strong, but Jesus would never tumble 
down. He was there for ever, no matter what happened to John! 

6. As John listened to what Jesus was saying, he realised that his voice sounded like 
many waters – a waterfall of sound, drowning out all other nonsense in the world. 



Jesus was greater than all other words. But the words were sharp – like a double 
blade sword, cutting out the rubbish that people believed. 

7. Jesus was carrying seven stars. John was told that these also represented the seven 
churches. Another reminder that Jesus was caring for John’s friends in the seven 
churches. 

 
And finally John realised that Jesus was so bright and glorious, it was like trying to look at 
the sun! Jesus was the greatest person ever – he was the risen Jesus, not the beaten-up man 
of Easter, not the man asleep in the boat because he was tired, not a dead body. Jesus was 
an amazing, great, alive and wonderful king. 
 
When John saw this, he went weak at the knees and it seems he may have fainted. He had 
known Jesus as a man; now he saw him as Lord. John fell down in front of Jesus – amazed 
and frightened, even though he was thrilled. He was learning that Jesus was much more 
powerful than he had even realised. 
 
And then something wonderful happened. The great, all-powerful Jesus reached out and 
touched him, just as he had probably done many times when he was on earth with John. 
This great king was the same gentle Jesus. And Jesus said words he had said often before: 
“Do not be afraid!”  
 
John knew this was the first part of the message he had to send to the churches: Jesus is 
alive; he is more powerful than any other rulers; he is more powerful than death – and he 
hasn’t deserted us - he still cares for his people. 
 
What a wonderful message Jesus was sending to them – and to us. No matter what happens 
today or in the future (in the elections), he is Lord over all. Hallelujah! 
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


