
Zoom Sunday School 13 September 2020: Joshua 9 

When we heard stories from the book of Genesis we heard that God had promised Abraham 

many descendants and a land so his family would bring blessing to the world. Now, 

hundreds of years later, this was happening. The land of Israel was to be a land where 

everyone followed God. No one else was to live there. God’s people (now called ‘Israelites) 

would not be tempted to copy other people and to forget God’s laws.   

So far, we have heard how God’s people had taken over two towns: Jericho and Ai. This 

made all the other kings very nervous. They knew this was serious; these Israelites were 

strong and had a powerful God. So a number of these kings decided they had better fight 

together and help each other to survive.  

But one group, the people of Gibeon who lived in a town 10kms away, came up with a 

different plan: they decided not to attack but to try to make peace with the Israelites and 

their God. They worked out that the Israelites would never make peace with any of the 

people in the land. So they decided to pretend that they came from far away.  

They thought carefully about how people who had travelled many kilometres through rough 

territory would look. And then they disguised themselves: they put on worn out, dusty 

clothes and roughly-patched shoes; they loaded their (weakest?) donkeys with old sacks 

containing mouldy bread and cracked leather calabashes. They made everything dirty. 

When they met Joshua, they told him how much they respected the Israelites and how far 

they had travelled to meet them. The Gibeonites were so convincing and so flattering that 

Joshua and the other Israelite leaders “did not ask directions from the Lord” (Josh 9:14).  

They just believed what they heard and saw!  

Three days later the Israelites discovered their mistake, but by then they had vowed in 

God’s name that they would always be the friends or allies of the Gibeonites. This promise 

made life complicated for the Israelites. They had to help the Gibeonites fight off an attack 

by 5 other kings from the land. God helped Joshua and the Gibeonites to win that battle and 

from then on the Gibeonites were happy to be the servants/slaves of God’s people. Over 

the years they also served in the temple and in time they became his people too, just like 

Rahab and her family.  

This story is a reminder that we can get fooled easily if we take our eyes off God. Things are 

not always what they seem – there will be many things and people which seem so 

wonderfully exciting and perfect that we will want to follow or copy them. But we must get 

God’s advice first as only God can guide us into truth. 

 

 

 



Readings: 

Monday: Joshua 9:3-6: Plans 

Tuesday: Joshua 9:11-13: Actions  

Wednesday: Joshua 9:14-16: Fooled! 

Thursday: Joshua 9:22-27: Results/Consequences 

Friday: Proverbs 3:5 & 6: Some good advice 


