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A liturgy for use at home 
 

Notes: 
A liturgy for use at home. Please adapt it as 
you see fit. Words in italics are instructions. 

Words in bold are said by all. 
 

PREPARATION 
 

Light a candle as you read these words 
   

For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I 
myself will search for my sheep and look after 
them...I will search for the lost and bring back 

the strays. I will bind up the injured and 
strengthen the weak. 

(Ez. 34:11, 16a) 
 
 

Call to Worship 

    Come, let us bow down in worship, 
 let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 

for he is our God 
and we are the people of his pasture, 

 the flock under his care.  
  

 
listen to or sing a song of praise 

 
 

Prayer of Approach 
Almighty God, 

you made us and you know us; 
our thoughts, desires, and intentions. 

Help us to know ourselves; 
renew us and lead us 

so that we may more clearly reflect your 
image, 

and live to your glory. Amen 
 

Spontaneous prayers of adoration are offered  
 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned 

against you and against others 
in what we have thought and said, 

and in what we have done and failed to do. 
We have turned our eyes from you, 

putting ourselves first and failing to love. 
Have mercy on us, forgive us, 

and fill us with your Spirit, 
so that our thoughts, words and actions bring 

you glory. Amen 
 

Silence 
 

In the wonderful name of Jesus our sins are 
forgiven. Amen 

 
The Peace is shared 

 
 

MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 

Scripture 
Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24 

Matthew 25 : 31-46 
 

 
Collect 

Stir up, O Lord, 
the wills of your faithful people, 

that they, bringing forth the fruit of good 
works,  

may by you be richly rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 

Sermon 
● A written reflection is appended to           

these notes. The Sunday Sermon is           
also online1. 
 

 
THE RESPONSE 

● Give thanks for those times when your             
needs have been because of someone           
else’s kindness. Name each person         
you are grateful for and ask for them to                 
receive a blessed inheritence in the           

1 https://durbanvillemethodist.co.za/category/sermons/ 

1 
 



 
Kingdom of God.  

● What viewpoint offered in the Sermon           
most moved you? Spend some time in             
quiet reflection asking the Spirit if you             
need to respond in any way.  

● Our hearts grow kinder with practise.           
Prayerfully read the notices and         
discern if there is a call for you to                 
become involved.  

● Advent starts next week. Please make           
sure you have a devotional plan           
prepared (resources will be provided         
via the webpage). This is especially           
important if you have children.  

 
 
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession 

 
These prayers may help as you hold before 

God the needs of our nation and church. Pray 
them as written or allow them to lead you into 

your own prayers of intercession.  
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Children deprived of love 

O God our Father, I commend to your 
ceaseless compassion all orphaned, 
homeless and unwanted children; the 

children of broken homes and those whose 
lives are overshadowed by violence and 

cruelty; those deprived of love and who lack 
emotional support. Protect them from all evil 
and make us vigilant to guard them in your 

name; for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen. 

 
Universities, colleges and schools 

Lord God, bless all colleges, universities and 
schools; that teachers and students may be 

governed by a true love of learning. May they 
never, for lack of courage, refuse to face the 
truth; for personal advantage, conceal it; or, 
in the pursuit of power, betray it; and lead 

them to those depths of thought and 
obedience where you yourself can be made 

known to them; for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen. 

 

Children and young people in the Church 
Defend O Lord these your children with your 
heavenly grace, that they may continue yours 
forever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit 

more and more until they come to your 
everlasting Kingdom; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
 

 
listen to or sing a song or hymn  

 
 

 
Benediction 

  
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, 

now and forever more. Amen 
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