
 
November 08 2020 

A liturgy for use at home 
 

Notes: 
A liturgy for use at home. Please adapt it as 
you see fit. Words in italics are instructions. 

Words in bold are said by all. 
 

PREPARATION 
 

Light a candle as you read these words 
   

“Away with the noise of your songs!  
I will not listen to the music of your harps. 

But let justice roll on like a river, 
righteousness like a never-failing stream!” 

(Amos 5:23-24). 
 

 
Call to Worship 

O magnify the LORD with me. 
Let us exalt God’s name together! 

(Psalm 34:3) 
 
We call one another to worship by sharing 

with those near us a word of praise or 
thanks, “I praise God …” or “I thank God 

for…” 
 

listen to or sing a song of praise 
 
 
 

Prayer of Adoration 
Mighty God, 

we do not yet see the glory you plan for all 
humankind, 

but in faith we do see Jesus. 
We thank you for the humility and holiness 

in which he lived and died. 
We praise you that he freed us from our sin, 

that he comforts and strengthens us 
through our struggles, 

and that he gives us courage to follow him 
day by day.  

 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Lord God of love and mercy, 
You made us in your image 

but we try to remake ourselves in our own; 
we set our own goals, 

 follow our own inclinations, 
and fail to become what we are meant to 

be;  
bringing harm to others  

and destroying the world you gave us. 
Forgive us, renew us, fill us with your spirit 

and lead us to fullness of life. Amen 
 

Silence  
 

In Christ’s name our sins are forgiven. 
Amen.  

 
The Peace is shared 

 
 

MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 

Scripture 
Amos 5: 18-24 

Matthew 25: 1-13 
 

 
Collect 

God of peace, whose will is to restore all 
things in your beloved Son, the King of all: 

govern the hearts and minds of those in 
authority, and bring the families of the 
nations, divided and torn apart by the 

ravages of sin, to be subject to his just and 
gentle rule; who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Sermon 
● A written reflection is appended to           

these notes. The Sunday Sermon is           
also online1. 
 

 

1 https://durbanvillemethodist.co.za/category/sermons/ 
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THE RESPONSE 

● What can you learn from “regrets” of             
opportunities missed to serve God? 

● How can we encourage one another           
to be alert to what God is doing? Is                 
there something God has revealed to           
you that might need to be shared             
with a DMC minister or leader, friend,             
or colleague?  

● Try praying a prayer of “Examen” at             
the close of the day. Reviewing the             
day, prayerfully, helps us discern         
how God has been active so that we               
can be more attentive tomorrow (See           
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/i
gnatian-prayer/the-examen/how-can
-i-pray/).  

 
 
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession 

 
These prayers may help as you hold before 
God the needs of our nation and church. 

Pray them as written or allow them to lead 
you into your own prayers of intercession.  

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
For Peace 

Merciful God, as the world observes 
Armistice Day we pray for that day when 
the nations shall beat their swords into 

plowshares,  
    and their spears into pruning hooks;  

   and nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation,  

    nor learn war any more (Is. 2:4).  
May you teach us, your Church, how to 

work for peace.  
May your church be a source of healing and 

hope to those wounded, bereaved and 
embittered by war and violence.  

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 
  

The poor and hungry  
Loving Father, look graciously on the 

millions in our world who are hungry, 
starving and at the mercy of poverty and 

disease: as you have given us the 
knowledge which can produce plenty, so 
give us also the wisdom which can bring it 
within reach of all. Grant that we who have 
lived so comfortably all our lives may have 

the gift of compassion, and do all in our 
power, as individuals and as a nation, to 

help others find the abundant life which is 
your will for them; for Jesus Christ's sake 

(George Appleton). 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 
Use of time 

Eternal God, all time is in your hands and 
you have shown us, in your Son, how every 
moment of it can be lived for you: help me 
to use my time aright, that, whether I am 
engaged in work or leisure, I may glorify 

your name by acting, speaking, and 
thinking as in your presence.  

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 
listen to or sing a song or hymn  

 
 

 
Benediction 

  
And now may the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

us all, now and forever more. Amen 
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Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour (Mt 25:13).  
Regret 
I slouched along, kicking stones, kicking myself with regret. I still feel it. You see, in my first week at                    
my new school there was a fire drill. While we rehearsed evacuation the boys in the Fire Brigade                  
practised running toward the fire, hoses on their shoulders, determination on their faces. Many of               
them prefects in my house, my heroes. A few days later I volunteered. I could barely lift the hose                   
above my knees but they persevered with me. We practiced every Thursday: unrolling hoses, coupling               
hoses, practising as nozzlemen or supporting the nozzleman so the water pressure didn’t knock him               
over.  
  
I’d lie in bed hoping for a fire, then feel guilty about hoping for a fire and then resolved that imagining                     
a fire was part of my mental training.  
  
Near the end of my Matric year matric it happened. The big one. The laundry ablaze. Hot. Smokey.                  
Dangerous. Just what we trained for. I was in a backroom finishing some project I’d left to the last                   
minute and did not at first hear the alarm. I arrived late at the assembly point but all the hoses were                     
taken. I ran to the smoke. The Fire Brigade Captain said “Where were you? We needed you. There is                   
nothing left for you to do. Get behind the perimeter line and follow evacuation rules. This area is for                   
fire brigade only”.  
  
Jesus’ parable does that to me. It stirs up buried emotions of regret. I think it is meant to. Jesus                    
doesn’t want us to miss our calling in the world.  
  
Missing Jesus 
We so easily we miss little moments of grace. Like the time I stepped out of a wedding reception on                    
an autumn evening so clear it seemed the stars enveloped me. Ps 19 came to me “the heavens                  
declare the glory of God, the skies proclaim the work of his hands”. Just then another guest joined me.                   
He looked up, gasped, and said “makes you wonder…”. I knew it was an invitation to share                 
something, anything, of God’s glory, but no words came out my mouth. I guess there was no oil in my                    
lamp. Some days later I learned the man’s painful struggles, just the kind Jesus heals. If only I had                   
spoken! That was 21 years ago. Feels like yesterday.  
  
A daily posture of readiness 
Sometimes we hear Jesus’ parable as a warning to be prepared for His second coming. Sometimes we                 
hear it as a warning to be prepared for our death. I think we should hear it as a call to be alert to what                         
God is doing today. And anyway, how can one be alert to what might happen tomorrow if one is not                    
alert today? 
  
Alert to the age 
This moment in history calls us to be alert. We can’t sing so maybe we hear more readily God’s                   
warning through Amos: 
“Take away from me the noise of your songs;  
    I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  
    But let justice roll down like waters,  
    and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream (Am 5:23–24).  
  
For years the prophets have warned us. In 2005 I heard Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu warn that                 
inequality is a tinderbox. Surely the Church has heard the fire alarm and responded. We don’t want to                  
be kicking ourselves with regret.  
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We hope change in US presidency will be a good thing for the world, but even so, whether abroad or                    
in our own nation, across the political spectrum, political leaders don’t inspire much confidence. But               
God’s good purposes cannot be thwarted. Justice will roll down and extinguish the flames of anger,                
greed and injustice. If we are alert, we will see God at work in the Church, in social movements, in                    
NGO’s and businesses, in schools and yes, in our own hearts. If we are alert.  
  
Some things cannot be shared 
It is helpful to pay attention to the other way the parable disturbs us: The five wise virgins would not                    
and could not share their oil. 
  
Friends, some things that cannot be shared: Two Matrics, who’ve studied hard since grade 1 and get                 
nine A’s each cannot say to their lazy friend “don’t worry, we’ll each give you three A’s and then we                    
will all have six”.  
  
I cannot say to someone terminally ill, “don’t worry, you hop out of bed, I will take your place”. No.                    
Each one must do their dying alone. No one does it for us or with us (apart from Christ of course).  
  
I cannot say “don’t you worry about wearing a mask and washing your hands because I’ve been very                  
disciplined”. 
  
And you cannot know Christ and follow him on my behalf. He calls us each by name. Each one of us                     
must respect the eternal value of our soul. We must, individually, take responsibility for our faith. You                 
must make the necessary plans to re-order your lives around Him. When we miss Jesus knocking at                 
our door the excuse “sorry, life has been hectic” doesn’t cut it. We will be left kicking stones down the                    
path of regret.  
  
Alert together 
Some things cannot be shared. But, looking back I realise my times of alertness have always happened                 
in community. Like the time I asked my minister where I could serve God’s mission. He’d been alert                  
and sent me to a teacher with a story to tell. She’d been alert. She’d thrown away an apple core and                     
noticed, out the corner of her eye, a young boy scrambling to retrieve it. Her alertness lead to a                   
school feeding scheme. Then to an outreach to orphaned and vulnerable children. Then to partnering               
with me to facilitate a bereavement program for young orphans. I experienced, first hand, how the                
Kingdom of Heaven does in fact the bless poor in spirit and those who mourn.  
  
After a day in the service of that ministry I’d fall asleep praying “I pray the Lord my Soul to keep, If I                       
should die before I wake, that’s fine. I am fulfilled. There is oil in my lamp.” 
  
Friends, is there oil in your lamp? What will it take to keep you burning to the break of day? Do it.                      
Now. Before it is too late.  
  
Do you feel guilty for being drowsy? Don’t be! Rather rejoice. Jesus is waking us. Calling us. This is a                    
new day. The kingdom is near.  
  
Reflection during prayer 
The call to pray made a few weeks ago is repeated. Not as a call to “evacuate” or retreat but rather as                      
“fire brigade” practise. Training ourselves to listen. To be alert. To respond in faith.  
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