
 
17 January 2021 

A liturgy for use at home 
 

Notes: 
A liturgy for use at home. Please adapt it as 
you see fit. Words in italics are instructions. 

Words in bold are said by all. 
 

PREPARATION 
 

Light a candle as you read these words 
 

    O LORD, you have searched me and 
known me.  

You know when I sit down and when I rise 
up;  

    you discern my thoughts from far away  
(Ps 139:1–2).  

 
Call to Worshiping 

    I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made.  

    Wonderful are your works;  
    that I know very well.  

 (Ps 139:14).  
 

Prayer of Adoration    
Our hearts are stirred with love and wonder 

at the amazing realisation that you have 
searched us and known us; you know us 

better than we know ourselves! How 
awesome it is that each of us praying this 
prayer was lovingly knit together by you!  

 
Here we are Lord, to worship. Search us, test 

us, and lead us in the way of life. Amen   
 

Prayer of Confession 
Loving God,  

you have searched us and known us, 
our blindness, our frailties, 

our fears and our selfishness. 
In sorrow we confess 

that we have sinned against you 
and disobeyed your command to love. 

Forgive us, 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

who became like us 
that we might become like him.  

Amen.  
 

We receive Christ’s gracious work: 
‘Your sins are forgiven’ 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 

The Peace is shared 
 

 
MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

 
Scripture 

John 1: 43-51 
 

Collect 
Loving God, 

in Christ you make all things new 
Transform the poverty of our nature 

by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Sermon 
● A written reflection is appended to           

these notes. The Sunday Sermon is           
also online1. 

 
 

THE RESPONSE 
● Plan to spend time in prayerful quiet             

this week. As part of your devotions             
read Psalm 139. Reflect on the truth             
that God searches us and knows.           
God’s thoughts concerning us       
outnumber the grains of sand! We are             
known - completely, “warts and all” as             
they say. And knowing us, completely,           
God loves us, delights in us and invites               
us into a relationship in which we may               
live with the daily certainty that we are               
always “with God”! Lives lived with           
this assurance are well placed to offer             

1 https://durbanvillemethodist.co.za/category/sermons/ 
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peace, kindness, wisdom and love to           
those who most need it.   

 
Prayers of Supplication and Intercession 
 

These prayers may help as you hold before 
God the needs of our nation and church. Pray 
them as written or allow them to lead you into 

your own prayers of intercession.  
 

Universities, colleges and schools 
Lord God, bless all colleges, universities and 
schools; that teachers and students may be 
governed by a true love of learning. In this 
time when schools opening is delayed may 
learners may be kept safe, teachers healthy, 

parents patient and communities vigilant. 
 
May you raise up teachers, union leaders and 

principals who never lackf for courage, or 
refuse to face the truth; or for personal 

advantage, conceal it; or, in the pursuit of 
power, betray it; and lead them to those 

depths of thought and obedience where you 
yourself can be made known to them; for 

Jesus Christ's sake. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  

 
All who minister to the sick 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ went 
about doing good and healing all kinds of 
sickness and disease among the people: 
continue his gracious work among us in 

hospitals and nursing homes; and send your 
blessing on all who labour to Prevent 

suffering and to forward your purposes of 
love. We pray for doctors and healthcare 

workers of the DMC family, Bianca, Debbie, 
Kayla, Karla, Stephen, Philip, Glynnis, 

Gideon, Liza, Magda2; may you keep them 
safe and renew them each day by the power 

of your Holy Spirit, may you bless and 
protect their families and enable them to be 

salt light to their colleagues and patients. 
Lord in your mercy 

2
 Please let us know of medical workers who we may we have left out.  

Hear our prayer.  
For Leaders3 

God of all Wisdom, we pray for our leaders: 
the World Health Organisation, national 

governments, and local leaders too - heads 
of schools, hospitals and other institutions. 
Since you have positioned these people in 
public service for this hour, we ask you to 

grant them wisdom beyond their own 
wisdom to contain this virus, faith beyond 

their own faith to fight this fear, and strength 
beyond their own strength to sustain vital 

institutions through this time of turmoil. God 
of all Wisdom and Counsel, you are powerful 

and merciful; may this be our prayer. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  

 
Dedication 

We will share in an online Covenant Service 
in February. If appropriate pray the Covenant 

Prayer as a prayer of dedication: 
 

Covenant Prayer 
I am no longer my own, but yours. 

Put me to what you will, 
rank me with whom you will; 

put me to doing, put me to suffering; 
let me be employed for you or laid aside for 

you, 
exalted for you or brought low for you; 

let me be full, let me be empty; 
let me have all things, 
  let me have nothing; 

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to 
your pleasure and disposal. And now, 

glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, you are mine and I am yours. So 
be it. And the covenant now made on earth, 

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen 
 

Benediction (from Ps. 139) 
You hem us in behind and before,  
         you lay your hand upon us. 

We praise you we are fearfully and 
wonderfully made 

3
 Prayer by Pete Greig of 24-7 Prayer 
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