
SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 6 June 2021 

Don’t mess with God!  (1 Samuel chs 4-6) 

The most precious thing that the people of Israel had was the Ark of the Covenant – a big box God 

had told them to make when they made the worship tent (tabernacle) in the wilderness. It was kept 

in the temple and contained the stone block on which the 10 commandments were written, Aaron’s 

rod and a jar of manna (the bread they had eaten in the wilderness). It was meant to remind them 

how God had looked after them faithfully during their travels and that they were to serve him 

faithfully. However, over the years the people began to treat the ‘box’ like an idol. They regarded the 

thing as more important than the God who had planned it.  

That was why, when they were attacked by the Philistines, they wanted to have the ark with them in 

battle. They had really begun to think that that could save them! The old priest, Eli, knew better, but 

his wicked sons went along with the scheme and took the ark to the battle field. They died there and 

the ark was captured.   

The Philistines thought this meant that they had captured God! They thought this meant they were 

the greatest and in charge of everything. But of course God was still greater than them. 

First, God showed he was more important than their idol, Dagon. When the Philistines put the ark in 

their god’s temple, Dagon’s statue fell over and broke. So the Philistines moved the ark into the 

town. But when the people got sick, they passed it on to their neighbours! They also got sick. The 

people of the third town got ill and died and so pleaded with the leaders to return this ‘God’ to the 

Israelites. They didn’t realise that God was there for them too. They just thought that this God 

wasn’t very comfortable to live with!  

They added a present of gold (5 gold mice and 5 gold ‘boils’) to apologise for taking him away from 

his people! Then they checked their theory about this powerful God by using two cows that had just 

given birth to draw the cart with the ark. They reckoned that, if the cows neglected their calves to go 

to Israel, that would prove they were dealing with God and the sickness wasn’t just a chance thing.. 

Some of their leaders were to follow to see what would  happen. The calves went straight off and 

took the ark back! Not surprisingly, the Israelites were thrilled! 

But the Israelites also had to realise that they weren’t just dealing with a box! They had to realise 

that this box represented a holy, great, amazing God – not just a lucky charm. And God demanded 

respect. So when the ark arrived those who treated it casually died. This sounds harsh, but that’s 

how serious it is to ignore God.  

Now everyone realized this ark was the symbol of a very powerful God and everyone was a bit 

scared to mess with him. After that the Israelites treated it with respect but they didn’t even try to 

take it back to the temple where it might be worshipped. It stayed in a country town for over 20 

years.  

I think this story reminds us that God is not a little pet charm, a sort-of Grandpa in heaven who doles 

out nice things! He is actually the great God of the universe who demands our respect. The only 



reason we can dare to face him is because he has made his love known - he loves us so much that he 

sent his Son to die for us.  

Don’t ever forget the message: Don’t mess with God! 

Readings 

Monday: 1 Samuel 4: 3-4, 10-11 

Tuesday: 1 Samuel 4: 12-18 

Wednesday: 1 Samuel 5:1-5 

Thursday: 1 Samuel 5: 6-10 

Friday: 1 Samuel 5: 8-13, 19 


